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I ‘m just a Husker fan who 
wanted to thank Tom Osborne for 
taking a minute so I could get a pic- 
ture with him. I walked up by his 
office and he asked, “Can we help 
you?” I said, “Sure, can I get a pic- 
ture with you?” He did with no hesi- 
tation and was real nice to me. It was 
real special because I’m from 
Colorado. 

Thank you very much Coach 
Osborne. You're a class act. 

John Brodecky 
Lamar, Colo. 


Youu guys hit it right on the head 
with you cover for 


the football preview |#hq aril illustrated 


edition (June/July 199 
1995). After reading pau 
all the articles in the 
magazine it appears 
that we have many 
of the ingredients 
necessary to make a |j 
run at another title. 
Our schedule 
should again work 
to our benefit and 
even though we 
may not be as solid at every position, 
the experience of doing it once will 
be very beneficial. 

Iam still worried about the 
Colorado game on Oct. 28, but the 
game that should really make start 
sweating is the Oklahoma game. Not 
only will this be the last time we will 
play them every year, with the 
beginning of the Big 12, but the 
Sooners will be much better than 
expected. 

Trace Kelly 
Lincoln, Neb. 


Thee is no magazine better 
than Huskers Illustrated. Your pre- 
season issue and recruiting wrap-up 
edition are the two best of its kind in 
the world. I used to rely on the 
newspapers for my information, but 
a friend introduced me to your pub- 
lication a couple of years ago. My 
life hasn’t been the same. 

I really enjoy reading your player 
breakdowns. It gets me primed for 
the season. If you guys ever stopped 


putting out a magazine, I don’t 
know if I could go on. 
Sherry Morgan 
Omaha, Neb. 


U sually every year I look at the 
Nebraska schedule and sort of laugh 
when I see that horrible teams we'll 
face in the preseason. Not this year. 
After reading the article on the non- 
conference teams in your preseason 
guide “Eye of the Storm,” I have 
become somewhat alarmed. 

Michigan State may have a new 


Sgt. Richard L. Senkbile shows 
his allegiance while stationed at 
Fort Bragg, N.C. 


» potk, 


coach, but there are enough good 
players back to make that an inter- 
esting game. The Spartans are used 
to playing in one of the best football 
conferences every year (Big 10) and 
their down year may still equate to 
pretty good at other schools. 

I don’t think Pacific, Arizona 
State or Washington State are any- 
thing to scoff at either. 

If Nebraska can beat all four of 
these teams, then the nation will 
have to take notice of the 1995 
Huskers. People that annually laugh 
at the Huskers early schedule will 
have to think twice this year. 

Mike Simpson 
Boulder, Colo. 


I am originally from Central 
City, Neb., and am now stationed at 
Fort Bragg, N.C., in the 82nd 
Airborne Division. 

I had the great pleasure of seeing 
in person the Cornhuskers beat up 
on the ‘Canes. To see and be a part 
of such a class act is alone something 
to be proud of. The word “class” 
was evident in every aspect of the 
1994 season — from the Orange 
Bowl loss to Florida State to the way 
the players and staff handled them- 
selves throughout the season. 

Iam enclosing a photo that I 
would like for you to print in the 
magazine. I would like to end this by 
saying thanks and congratulations to 
the 1994 football team and coaching 
staff. 

Sgt. Richard L. Senkbile 
Hope Mills, N.C. 


Lees have a two-way Heisman 
Trophy presentation. Both Tommie 
Frazier and Lawrence Phillips win. 

Steve Fowler 
Lincoln, Neb. 


eee 
Please send your comments and 


questions to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, 
Lincoln, Neb. 68501. @ 
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ith 48 seconds remain- 
ing and the national 
championship on the 
line, Tom Osborne 
played to win. 

Until Nebraska 
exorcised the national 
title demons on the 
night of Jan. 1, 1995, with a convine- 
ing 24-17 Orange Bowl victory 
against Miami, it was a defining 
moment for Osborne. 

Jan. 2, 1984. 

Cornhusker fans could recount 
the events of that night as if they had 
just occurred. 

Nebraska had rallied from a 31-17 
deficit to trail by one, following a 24- 
yard touchdown run by Jeff Smith. 
Osborne could elect to attempt an 
extra-point kick that almost certainly 
would be successful to produce a tie 
and, many thought, give the 
Cornhuskers the national champi- 
onship. Or he could attempt a two- 
point conversion, which, if success- 
ful, would produce a win. 

Osborne never hesitated, taking 
what he considered the honorable 
course of action, the two-point con- 
version. Miami strong safety Ken 
Calhoun deflected a Turner Gill pass 
intended for Smith in the end zone 
to preserve the Hurricanes’ victory. 

The significance of Osborne’s 
decision more than a decade ago has 
diminished only slightly, despite his 
having coached a national champi- 
on. Ultimately, it was the decision 
more than the outcome that mat- 
tered. 

Osborne wouldn’t have to make 
such a decision now, should a simi- 
lar situation arise at the end of a 
bowl game. The NCAA special 
events committee has established a 
tie-breaker for bowl games begin- 
ning this season. 

The system works like this. In the 
event the score is tied at the end of 
regulation play, each team will be 
given the ball and four downs from 
the opponents’ 25-yard line. A coin 
toss will determine which team goes 
first. The procedure would be 
repeated until one team outscores 
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Better Late Than Never 


A dozen years too late for Nebraska, the NCAA has adopted a bowl 


tie-breaker to begin this season 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


the other. 

The NCAA uses such a system to 
break ties in its non-Division I cham- 
pionship playoffs. 

The NCAA football rules commit- 
tee proposed an optional overtime 
tie-breaker for bowl games, but the 
special events committee made the 
overtime procedure mandatory. 

The tie-breaker could further 
enhance the chances of determining 
a national champion in a bowl game. 
Theoretically, anyway. 

In fact, what the 
rule will do is possibly 
eliminate the tempta- 
tion to play for a tie. A 
check of the records & 
shows that the tradi- 
tional major bowl an 
games have rarely ‘ 
ended in ties. 


which on to par- Bi = 
ticipate in the Bowl 
Alliance, hasn’t pro- 
duced a tie game since 
Jan. 1, 1927, when 
Alabama and Stanford 
played to a 7-7 stand- 
off. 

e The Sugar Bowl 
has had only one tie 
since it began on Jan. 1, 
1935. Auburn and Syracuse tied at 16 
in the 1988 Sugar Bowl game. 

¢ The Fiesta Bowl, which will 
have the first Bow! Alliance national 
championship matchup on Jan. 2 
1996, has seen only one tie: UCLA 10 
and Arkansas 10 on Dec. 25, 1978. 

e And the Orange Bowl game has 
never ended in a tie, although 
Osborne could have changed that on 
Jan. 2, 1984. 

Nebraska has had only two ties 
during Osborne’s tenure as head 
coach. Oklahoma State tied his first 
team, 17-17, at Stillwater in 1973, and 
the Cornhuskers played Colorado to 
a 19-19 standoff at Boulder in 1991. 

Adding an overtime tie-breaker to 
bowl games could be a first step in 
instituting such a system during reg- 
ular-season games. The fans’ obses- 
sion with national championships 


could eventually force the NCAA 
rules makers to provide the means 
for determining a winner in every 
game, from the beginning of the sea- 
son to the end. 

Nebraska was in a rare situation 
in the 1984 Orange Bowl game. Few 
teams are good enough that voters 
in the major polls would be willing 
to select them as national champions 
if they were willing to settle for a tie 
instead of playing to win. 

The bowl tie-breaker comes a 


Would Tom Osborne have gone 
for the tie in 1984 if the NCAAs 
current bowl tie-breaker rule 
had been in effect? 


dozen years too late for Nebraska, 
however. As the Cornhuskers’ 13- 
point fourth-quarter rally on the 
night of Jan. 2, 1984, seemed to indi- 
cate, had there been an opportunity 
for Nebraska to tie the game and 
then try to win in overtime, Osborne 
might well have two national cham- 
pionships now. 

On the other hand, if the 
Cornhuskers had won the title for 
1983, the one for 1994 wouldn’t have 
been quite as sweet. And Osborne 
wouldn’t have been placed in a situ- 
ation to show his character, to prove 
with action what Nebraska fans 
knew to be true. 


>» 
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ontroversy? What con- 
troversy? 

Nebraska has no quar- 
terback controversy. At 
least not as far as 
Tommie Frazier is con- 
cerned. 

He just sees two quar- 
terbacks competing to 
be the starter, Frazier told reporters 
during the Big Eight Football Kickoff 
at the Hyatt Regency in Kansas 
City, Mo., in late July. The two-day 
event replaced the Skywriters Tour, 
which preceded the conference foot- 
ball season for 32 years. 

This controversy business is 
wearing a little thin. OK. A lot thin. 

For those uninformed few who 
have only recently returned after 
being out of touch with civilization, 
the quarterback controversy, of oth- 
ers’ creation, involves Frazier and 
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fellow senior Brook 
Berringer. 

Frazier started the 
first four games last sea- 
son before being sidelined 
by blood-clot problems. 
Berringer stepped in and 
directed the Cornhuskers to 
eight more victories and the Big 
Eight championship, with a brief 
respite forced upon him by a partial- 
ly collapsed lung. Then they com- 
bined to lead Nebraska to a 24-17 
Orange Bowl victory against Miami, 
which produced Coach Tom 
Osborne’s first national champi- 
onship. 

Frazier was the Orange Bowl 
MVP, but Berringer also contributed 
significantly to the New Year's night 
victory. Frazier and Berringer went 
into spring practice sharing the No. 1 
job, and they emerged from the 


A starter hasn’t 
been named yet, 
but Frazier (right) 
did grade sli ghily 
higher in the spring. 


spring game still sharing the No. 1 
job, according to Osborne, who indi- 
cated they would begin at the same 
place in their competition for the 
starting position in fall camp. They 
were listed either-or on the post- 
, spring depth chart. 

At the Football Kickoff, 
however, Osborne said Frazier 
4 had graded slightly higher 
than Berringer during the 
spring, which meant 
Berringer would have 
some catching up 

to do in the fall. 

Braver; 
whose picture 
graces the 
regionalized 
covers of 
many col- 
lege 
football 
annuals, 
said he 
didn’t know 
he had finished 
ahead of Berringer in 

the spring. And, for what it 
might be worth, Frazier said he 
AS would just as soon be a little 

\ behind in the competition for the 
No. 1 job. His implication was, 
it’s better to be the hunter 
than the hunted, a poor but 
accurate metaphor. 

Sports Illustrated con- 
tributed to a quarterback 
controversy in its May 1, 
1995, issue by quoting 
Frazier on his relationship 
with Berringer: “Everyone 
on the team knows we don’t 
get along. We might have an 
altercation every now and then. 
We might say words to each 
other, like in the locker room. But 
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Osborne says he would be 
comfortable trying to win 
another national title with 
either Frazier or Brook 
Berringer (right) leading the 
offense. 


I've told him just what I’ve told 
others: “It’s my job, and the only 
way you'll take it is if I lose it.’ ” 

The story was accompanied 
by a two-page photograph of a 
scowling Frazier. “It didn’t 
come out the way I wanted,” 
Frazier said after the issue hit 
the newsstands. 

He reiterated that point dur- 
ing interviews in Kansas City. “I 
don’t hate anyone,” he said. 

Such distractions are part of the 
baggage that goes with winning a 
national championship. There are 
good things, and there are not-so- 
good things. And it’s obvious where 
that fits. 


Bob teny= 


Among the good things that have 
followed the national title is dramat- 
ically increased revenue from rights 
fees for officially licensed Nebraska 
paraphernalia and apparel. The 
Lincoln Journal Star reported that 
Nebraska has moved up to No. 5 
nationally among colleges in licens- 
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Scott Smith 


ing profits. 

The Cornhuskers are the 
first college team to be featured 
on a commemorative Wheaties 
box. The special boxes, which 
show Nebraska helmets being 
raised in victory and stamped 
“Finished Business,” appeared 
on the shelves of grocery stores 
in early August. And Burger 
King planned a Nebraska pro- 
motion involving drinking 
cups. The Huskers have 
become a hot marketing prop- 
erty. 

Osborne, who was a little 
miffed about having to reduce 
a fishing vacation by one day 
in order to meet with reporters 
at the Football Kickoff, dis- 
missed talk of a quarterback 
controversy, just as he had dur- 
ing the spring and prior to the 
Orange Bowl. The starter will 
be determined in practice, he 
said. Frazier and Berringer will alter- 
nate with the No. 1 unit and whoev- 
er grades the highest will start. 

Berringer just has a little bit of 
ground to make up from the spring. 
Either is capable of winning, 
Osborne said. And he would be 
comfortable with either ina game. 

“If you're going to run your quar- 
terback, you'd better have two,” said 
Osborne. Or three, as last season 
proved. Matt Turman, a walk-on 
from Wahoo, Neb., started the 
Kansas State game, after Berringer 
suffered a partially collapsed lung 
for a second time the previous week 
against Oklahoma State. Osborne, no 
doubt, will have repeated that count- 
less times by now. 

The plan going into the season 
was for Frazier and Berringer to 
alternate early on as Nebraska 
attempts to position itself for a run at 
a fifth Big Eight title and a second 
national championship. 

His competition with Berringer 
for the No. 1 job notwithstanding, 
Frazier goes into his final season as a 
Cornhusker much the same way as 
he began his junior season. Most 
pre-season publications listed him 
among the top candidates to win the 
Heisman Trophy, a candidacy he 
downplays. 

On the strength of an outstanding 
performance in the Kickoff Classic 
against West Virginia, Frazier had 
rushed for 248 yards and six touch- 
downs and passed for 273 yards and 
four touchdowns before being side- 
lined last season. He had started 23 
consecutive games since taking over 
the job during his freshman year. 


Doug Devoe 


Teammate Lawrence Phillips also 
has drawn preseason Heisman 
Trophy mention, following the sec- 
ond-most productive season by a 
running back in Nebraska history. 
The Cornhuskers’ tribulations at 
quarterback overshadowed a 
remarkable season-long effort by 
Phillips, who rushed for 1,722 yards 
and 16 touchdowns and was a unan- 
imous first-team all-conference pick, 
despite being the focus of opposing 
defenses throughout the Big Eight 
schedule. 

Phillips is featured on Nebraska’s 
schedule poster, the theme of which 
is “Staying Focused.” Like Frazier, 
his photograph is included on covers 
of several preseason publications. 

Osborne has described senior 
Aaron Graham as possibly the sec- 
ond-best center Nebraska has had 
during his tenure as head coach, The 
best was Dave Rimington, a two- 
time Outland Trophy winner. The 
remaining starters in the offensive 
line will be new, which is a concern, 
according to the experts. 

The return of rover back Mike 
Minter from reconstructive knee 
surgery will bolster a defense built 
around returning starters Phil Ellis 
and Doug Colman, who alternated 
at middle linebacker; tackle 
Christian Peter; cornerback Tyrone 
Williams and free safety Tony 
Veland. 

The most reputable national pub- 
lications have included the 
Cornhuskers near the top of their 
preseason rankings, with Texas 
A&M and Florida State — consensus 


Many have mentioned 
I-back Lawrence Phillips’ 
name within the same 
breath as Heisman Trophy. 


picks for the No. 1 spot. 
Repeating as national champion 
will require a certain amount of 
luck, according to Osborne, 
who noted in Kansas City that 
numerous things must fall into 
place and even then, there is no 
guarantee. Penn State was a 
perfect example. The Nittany 
Lions did everything they could 
and yet they still finished No. 2 
in the polls most people accept 
as valid in determining the 
national championship. So this 
season, as last, Osborne’s goal is 
for his team to play as well as it 
can play, control the things it 
can control. 

The Cornhuskers will get 
early national exposure, with the 
Oklahoma State game televised by 
the ESPN cable network and the 
Michigan State game carried by 
ABC. The downside is, both games 
are on the road and both teams have 
new head coaches, creating the sort 
of uncertainty Osborne could do 
without. 

Still, in typically understated 
fashion, Osborne said he thinks he 
has a good team. Frazier is healthy, 
giving him two proven, and win- 
ning, quarterbacks. 

“T think eventually one of them 
will emerge as the No. 1 quarter- 
back,” said Osborne. That’s usually 
what happens. Alternating starters 
has rarely, if ever, worked for any 
team. 

Nebraska’s quarterback situation 
in 1970 and 1971 illustrates the point, 
and provides further reason for opti- 
mism among those Cornhusker fans 
who delight in looking for signs. 
Jerry Tagge and Van Brownson 
alternated at quarterback for Coach 
Bob Devaney in 1969 and 1970. 
Brownson finished the 1969 season 
strong and might even have had a 
slight edge on the No. 1 job going 
into the 1970 season. 

Because of injury problems, how- 
ever, as well as the fact that Tagge 
was near-perfect in his execution of 
the complicated offense by his senior 
season, Brownson was the backup in 
1971. Nebraska won a second con- 
secutive national championship, of 
course. See the similarities? 

Oh yes, Osborne was Bob 
Devaney’s quarterbacks coach. It’s 
too perfect. Ml 
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Just as an athlete achieves excellence through years of 
practice and training. so too, have we reached our 100th 
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backed by a financially strong and stable company. Security 
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With AP rankings as a guide, Nebraska bas a one in nine chance i 
of eotntey the eee national title a ue 


Based on the history of college football’s national 
championship as determined by the Associated Press 
rankings, Nebraska has about one chance i in nine of 
repeating this season. 

The: AP. rankings ‘were established i in 1936, and since 
then, seven teams have won back-to-back national 
championships: Minnesota in 1940-41; Notre Dame in 
1946-47; Oklahoma in 1955-56 and 1974-75; Alabama in 
1964-65 and 1978-79; and Nebraska in 1970-71. 

Bradley Carlin is more-mathematical in his approach. 
That stands to reason. Carlin is a professor in the divi- 
sion of bio-statistics at the University of Minnesota. He 
also is a distinguished graduate of the University of 
Nebraska. And he has developed a model to calculate 
the Cornhuskers’ chances of winning two in a row. 
According to Carlin’s model, when fed into a com- 

puter, the likelihood of Nebraska’s winning a second 
consecutive national title is .085, with the probability of 
an 11-0 regular season .171. 

The odds are, the Cornhuskers would. have to be 
undefeated in order to play in the Fiesta Bowl game for 


_. ‘the national championship. The Fiesta Bowl will get the 


two-highest-ranked teams in the Bowl Alliance this sea- 
son, which means. it will have the best chance for a 
national title matchup. Unlike last season, when 
Nebraska had to win against Miami in the Orange Bowl, 
“there is no home-field advantage in the Fiesta Bowl,” 
Carlin said during a visit to Lincoln in the spring. 

The -085, or about 1 in 12, “assumes teams are the 
same” as.a year ago, he said. “In fact, they aren’t. 
Nebraska is probably better than that. There’s a lot of 
upheaval, new (head) coaches in the Big Eight, except at 
Nebraska. Tom Osborne is the stone man.” 

. As a result of the stability of Osborne’s program, 
Garlin considers. the Cornhuskers’ charices of repeating 


_ to be better than 1 in 12. “That’s not based on math, but 


id go lin oa he said. “That's really good. Only 10 or 


12 Gnsjor college football) programs are marquee.” 
Among those 10 or 12, “it's pretty much a tossup. Once: ._ 
Tech. * 


ina while, a team will break through, like Georgia’ 


But you can pretty much pick your (national champi- i ue : e 


onship) favorite from those'10 or 12.” 


Statistically, if every game were considered a tossup, 
the odds of Nebraska or any other team winning the. 
national championship would be approximately 1 in _ 
4,096, according to Carlin. Such a calculation doesn’ t 


take into account the cumulative effects of the season... 


- Carlin concludes that the Cornhuskers’ most difficult’ ” 


game will be against Colorado on Oct. 28 at Boulder, 


Colo. Statistically speaking, it would be “a coin toss, 


525, he said. Nebraska’s most difficult non-conference 


games would be against Michigan State at East Lansing, 
Mich., on Sept. 9 and against Washington State at’ 


Memorial Stadium on Sept. 30. 


According to his ‘model, the defending national, 


champion Cornhuskers are more likely to lose to 


Michigan State or Washington State than to an | emerging, ; 


conference opponent. such as. Kansas State, “ ‘assuming 


the ‘games are independent of each: ‘other, which i isn t the ; 


case,” Carlin said. 


Nebraska fans should know that the computer. raiike 7 


ings on which his model is based “lack a little credibili- 
ty,” said Carlin. “The computer is in love with the Big 10 
because it’s based so much on strength of schedule.” 


According to the computer, Michigan and Tllinois:fin- _ 
ished ‘in the Top’10 last season, even though their ne 


records were 8-4 and 7-5, respectively. 
Having pointed out that, there probably is no need to 


mention how the computer ranked Penn State and . 


Nebraska. It doesn’t matter, anyway. The Cornhuskers 


were national champions, according to the AP poll. And ey 


they’re about to begin a quest to repeat. Ml 


ee ees 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Cowboy Turnaround 
Gets Big Test 


By Mark Derowitsch 


n the past seven years, 
Oklahoma State has been to 
the brink of challenging for 
Big Eight football champi- 
onships. More recently, the 
Cowboys have seen the 
league's cellar from up close. 

The job first-year coach Bob 
Simmons has to do is start the 
process of going from the bottom of 
the Big Eight toward the top. Before 
Simmons worries about players and 
formations and offensive and defen- 
sive systems to install at Oklahoma 
State, the first task involves chang- 
ing the attitude surrounding the pro- 
gram. 

That won't be easy at first. The 
Cowboys are coming off a miserable 
1994 season under former coach Pat 
Jones. Oklahoma State went 3-7-1 
overall a year ago, but was 0-6-1 in 
Big Eight play (tied for last in the 
league). 

“Any time you take over a pro- 
gram that has not won and doesn’t 
have a lot of talent, the biggest thing 
is getting them to believe they can 
win,” Simmons said. “That is a 
process.” 

Simmons started adjusting atti- 
tudes in his program the first day he 
arrived in Stillwater, Okla., after 
serving as an assistant coach at 
Colorado the previous seven sea- 
sons. 

Cowboys quarterback Tone Jones 
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recalled his first meeting with his 
new head coach, who helped lead 
the Buffaloes to the national champi- 
onship in 1990. 

“When we met him, the first thing 
he showed us was his (national 
championship) ring,” Jones said. 
“He said ‘You guys may get a 
chance, but it takes a lot of hard 
work to get it done.” 

Unfortunately for Simmons and 
the rest of the Cowboys, starting that 
process on the field comes at the 
worst possible time. Simmons, the 
first African-American coach in Big 
Eight history, opens his career at 
Oklahoma State on Aug. 31 when 
the Cowboys play host to defending 
national champion Nebraska in a 
game that will be televised by ESPN. 

Forging a winning attitude could 
take a backseat to national exposure 
for one day at OSU. When first 
approached about moving the 
Cowboys’ game in Stillwater against 
Nebraska to the beginning of the 
season, Simmons jumped at the 
chance. 

“T said, ‘Let’s play Nebraska,” he 
said. “It’s a tough way to start your 
career, but when you look to build 
your program over the years one of 
the things you look for is exposure.” 

When you've been down as long 
as Oklahoma State has, you take 
anything you can get. However, one 
thing the Cowboys have always 


¢ Mike Babcock, 
Huskers Illustrated: 
Tom Osborne teams 
have always distin- 
uished themselves 
bs being well pre- 
pared in the beginning of the 
season. Oklahoma State will still 
be coming accustomed to a new 
coach and new offensive and 
defensive schemes and will be 
ill prepared. The game is likely 
to get out of hand: quickly. 
Nebraska will have a cake walk 
early in what will merely 
amount to warm up for more 
challenging opponents as the 
season progresses. Nebraska 
35, Okla oma State 6. 


¢ Jim Rose, SportsDay Mid- 


| America: How could any moth- 


er allow their babies to grow up 
to be these Cowboys? Then 
again, this will be a game only 
a mother could love. 
Nebraska 54, Oklahoma 
State 0. 


° Craig James, ESPN: This is 
a great warmup for Nebraska 
as it marches toward the Fiesta 
Bowl. This is just one of many 
games that Nebraska is going 
to win. Nebraska 37, 
Oklahoma State 10. 


¢ Doug Looney, college foot- 
ball freelance writer: Nebraska 
just has to be smiling. They 
open up with th weakest team in 
the Big Eight. It’s never occurred 
to Oklahoma State that they 
might beat Nebraska. 
Nebraska 50, Oklahoma 
State 0. 


¢ Bill Haisten, Tulsa World: 
Nebraska knows what it has 
with Tommie Frazier, Lawrence 
Phillips and the rest of its nation- 
al championship supporting 
cast, and expect them to use it. 
Oklahoma State head man Bob 
Simpson is rebuilding his club 
from ground zero. The Cowboys 
are in over their heads early. 
Nebraska is not a team you 
would want to face when your 
players are still learning the 
offensive and defensive sets. 
Nebraska 49, Oklahoma 
State 10. 


given the Huskers is a hard time. 

Last year, Nebraska cruised to a 
32-3 victory in Lincoln. But the last 
time the Huskers played in 
Stillwater, they trailed 13-6 at half- 
time before pulling out a 27-13 victo- 
ry ina Thursday night game also 
televised on ESPN. 

One thing Simmons has in his 
favor by opening the year against 
the Huskers is the element of sur- 
prise. Simmons will bring a new 
look to the Cowboys attack, but he'll 
have mostly the same players who 
only posted victories against 
Northern Illinois, Tulsa and North 
Texas a year ago. 

Simmons doesn’t buy into the 
surprise theory, though. 

“T don’t think it’s going to be a 
surprise against Nebraska,” he said. 
“They’re the defending national 
champion and Tom Osborne is going 
to have them ready to play.” 

But the Cowboys would like 
nothing better than to topple the 
king of college football to start their 
new coach’s career off on the right 
foot. 

“We want to bring Coach 
Simmons in on a winning note,” 
Jones said. “Playing the defending 
national champion is a great oppor- 
tunity to put our team on the map. If 
we get them, we are going some- 
where.” 

Offensively, Simmons won't have 
to do much to improve Oklahoma 
State’s running game. The Cowboys 
have two tailbacks returning from a 
year ago when they both placed 
among the top seven rushers in the 
Big Eight. 

Leading the way is junior David 
Thompson, who gained a team-high 


819 yards on the ground. Sophomore 
tailback Andre Richardson added 
774 yards and Boogie Johnson 
rushed for 400 yards as a freshman 
two years ago, giving Oklahoma 
State three solid tailbacks to build its 
running game around. 

“Right now, we have good com- 
petition at tailback, and that’s proba- 
bly the biggest battle on the team,” 
Simmons said. “Those three are real- 
ly battling to see who will start.” 

At quarterback, Simmons doesn’t 
have to look very far to find a 
starter. Jones, who has started on 
and off for the past two years. Last 
year, he passed for 1,468 yards, but 
only completed 44.5 percent of his 
passes and also threw 14 intercep- 
tions. 

Up front, Oklahoma State has size 


NEBRASKA VS. OKLAHOMA STATE TWO-DEEPS 


Quarterback Tone Jones showed 
flashes of brilliance against the 
Huskers two years ago. 


and experience. Three of the five 
linemen — left tackles Derek Leinen, 
center Bryan Hope and left guard 
Scott Waterbury — started every 
game a year ago. In addition, right 
guard Josh Henson and right tackle 
Calvin Menephee started five and 
six games, respectively. 

Henson is the runt of the group at 
6-foot-2, 250 pounds. Menephee is 
the largest member, standing 6-2 
and tipping the scales at 320 pounds. 

If the Cowboys have a weakness 
offensively, it’s in their receiving 
corps. Tim McNeal is the leading 
wide receiver returning. He played 
in every game last year but caught 


HUSKER OFFENSE COWBOY DEFENSE COWBOY OFFENSE HUSKER DEFENSE 
SE 7 Reggie Baul 5-8 170 Sr : LE 98 LorenzoGreen 6-2 270 Sr WR 84 Kent Luck 5-8 175 Jr : OLB93 Jared Tomich 6-2 250 Jr 
5 BrendanHolbein 5-9 180 Jr : 92 MattThompson 5-8 240 Sr #84 ChrisThompson 6-3 195 Fr : 58 Luther Hardin 6-2 235 Sr 
LT 75 Chris Dishman 6-3 305 Jr $ NT 90 Norman Williams 5-10 240 Sr LT 64 Derek Leinen 6-4 292 Jr DT 55 Christian Peter 6-2 290 Sr 
77 Adam Treu 6-6 295 Jr : 50 Jamal Williams 6-3 255 Fr 73 Chris Lewis 6-5 260 Fr : 97 Jeff Ogard 6-6 295 Jr 
LG 67 Aaron Taylor 6-1 295 So : RT 96 Jay Grosfield 6-4 255 Fr LG 67 ScottWatterbury 6-5 298 Sr : DT 95 Jason Peter 6-4 275 So 
62 MattHoskinson 6-1 290 So } 55 Russell Ensey 6-3 260 Fr 72 Bryan Guillory 6-3 265 So } 74 ScottSaltsman 6-2 260 Jr 
C 54 Aaron Graham 6-4 285 Sr } OLB 2 Louis Adams 6-1 225 Jr C 56 Bryan Hope 6-4 270 Sr } OLB98 Grant Wistrom 6-5 230 So 
53 Matt Vrzal 6-1 290 Jr 51. David Snow 260 So } 84 Mike Rucker 6-5 225 Fr 
RG 69 Steve Ott 6-4 275 Sr : ILB 40 James Elliott 5-11 245 Sr RG Josh Henson 6-2 250 Jr } SLB56 Jay Foreman 6-1 200 Fr 
64 Jon Zatechka 6-2 280 So : 75 Jim Villanueva 6-3 272 So 23 Larry Amold 6-4 225 Jr 
RT 70 Eric Anderson 6-4 290 So : ILB 32 Alamu Bailey 6-2 255 Sr RT 71 CalvinMenephee 6-2 320 So : MLB41 Phil Ellis 6-2 220 Jr 
78 Kory Mikos 6-5 285 Jr : 47 Demetrius Crowder6-3 255 Sr 70 Jeremy Offutt 6-5 260 Fr : 46 Doug Colman 6-4 240 Sr 
TE 87 Mark Gilman 6-3 240 Sr : OLB89 JevonLangford 6-5 260 Jr TE 85 Alonzo Mayes 6-6 252 So :} WLB91 RyanTerwilliger 6-5 220 Jr 
90 Tim Carpenter 6-2 230 So : 44 StephenCager 6-1 240 Fr 16 Roger Pfieffer 6-4 225 Jr } 52 AaronPenland 6-1 220 Sr 
QB 15 Tommie Frazier 6-2 2-5 Sr : SS 15 Trent Fisher 5-10 190 Jr QB 9 Tone Jones 5-11190 Jr : LC 16 Eric Stokes 5-11 180 Jr 
18 Brook Berringer 6-4 220 Sr : 26 Jitu Criddle 6-1 185 Jr 18 Craig Strickland 6-2 180 Fr } 2 Leslie Dennis 5-8 165 So 
FB 22 JeffMakovicka 5-10215 Sr : CB 19 Johnny Jones 5-9 170 Sr FB Jeff Grenier 240 Sr : ROV10 Mike Minter 5-10 175 Jr 
28 BrianSchuster 5-11 220 Jr 8 Paul Brown 5-9 188 So TB 25 Andre Richardson 5-9 180 So : 4 Octavious McFarlin 5-11 180 So 
IB 1 Lawrence Phillips 6-0 200 Jr FS 30 Kevin Williams 6-0 186 Jr 28 David Thompson 5-8 200 Jr } FS 9 Tony Veland 6-2 205 Sr 
21 DamonBenning 5-11 205 Jr #30 TrentAlexander 6-0 175 Fr 23 Boogie Johnson 5-8 198 Jr : 12 Tray Crayton 6-1 175 Fr 
WB 33 ClesterJohnson 5-11 210 Sr CB 81 Jeroid Johnson 5-9 185 Sr WR 83 Tim McNeal 6-3 190 So : RC 8 Tyrone Williams 6-0 185 Sr 
25 Jon Vedral 5-11 190 Jr #86 Larry Mahsetky 190 Sr : #6 Eric Walther 6-0 170 Fr 
PK 13 Ted Retzlaff 6-0 175 Fr P 31 Greg Ivy 6-0 190 Sr PK 13 Lawson Vaughn 6-0 190 Sr : P 19 Jesse Kosch 6-0 180 So 


Depth charts were compiled August 9, 1995 


# = duplicate number 


* = injured, but probable for game 
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Roy Firestone « Dr. Gene 
Budig * Marvin Miller * Ken 
Stabler * Gale Sayers ¢ 
Tony Dorsett * Ray Scott « 
Barry Switzer * Tom 
Osborne ¢ Roy Williams 
John Wooden « Eric 
Piatkowski ¢ Bud Collins ¢« 
Johnny Mitchell * Darin 
Erstad * Mike Rozier ¢ 
Johnny Rodgers « Eddie 
Sutton * Emmitt Smith « 
Todd Christensen * Howard 
Schnellenberger *« Jackie 
Sherrill * Rick Reilly ¢ Ernie 
Harwell « Pat Haden « Al 
McGuire ¢ Billy Packer ¢ 
Beano Cook « Terry 
Bradshaw « Chet Forte ¢ 
Andre Woolridge « Jon 
Miller * Jim Ryun ¢ Brent 
Musburger * Doug Flutie « 
Trev Alberts ¢ Charlie Ward 
« Mel Allen ¢ Steve 
Paliermo ¢ Earle Bruce « 
Billy Tubbs 


America’s biggest 
name dropper. 


SportsDay MidAmerica 


MidAmerica's Sports Call-in Show 


Monday — Friday 
6 to 8 p.m. CDT 


To find SDMA where you 
live call: 


402-556-8000 
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just four passes. Junior Kent Luck 
and redshirt freshman Chris 
Thompson will start at the other 
receiver spot. 

Alonzo Mayes (6-6, 252) will 
open the year as the Cowboys’ top 
tight end. He played in 10 games in 
1994 and caught one pass for 15 
yards, but it went for a touchdown. 

Defense could be the strength of 
the Cowboys, especially if they can 
avoid injuries to their top unit. 
Oklahoma State will switch to a 5-2 
basic formation this year, and will 
have plenty of experienced players 
in which to make the transition. 

The strength of the defense will 
be up front, with tackles Lorenzo 
Green and Jay Grosfield, nose tackle 
Norman Williams and outside line- 
backers Louis Adams and Jevon 
Langford. 

Langford, a 6-2, 260 pound 
junior, led the Cowboys with 8.5 
sacks last year, while Green and 
Grosfield combined for another 8.5. 

Seniors James Elliott and Alamu 
Bailey started occasionally last year, 
but will be counted upon to anchor 
that position in 1995. 

“T like our two inside lineback- 
ers,” Simmons said. “They are two 
physical kids and will be pretty 
good football players.” 

Three starters return in the 
Cowboys’ secondary, including 
senior cornerback Johnny Jones, 
who broke up five passes and had 
one interception last year. 

In addition, junior Trent Fisher 
returns to reclaim his starting job at 
strong safety and Jeroid Johnson 
started the last seven games at the 
other cornerback slot. Kevin 


Williams moves to free safety this 
year after making 28 tackles in a 
reserve role a year ago. 

Simmons also doesn't have to 
worry about the Cowboys’ kicking 
game. Punter Greg Ivy was a unani- 


1995 OKLAHOMA STATE 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record (Overall/Conf.} — 0-0/ 0-0 
Nebraska 
@ Tulsa 
SW Missouri State 
@ Wyoming 
@ Tennessee 
Kansas State 
@ Missouri 
@ lowa State 
Colorado 
@ Oklahoma 
Kansas 
@ Hawaii 


mous All-Big Eight selection a year 
ago. He kicked 64 times and had a 
44.0 yards-per-kick average. Senior 
Lawson Vaughn is back at place- 
kicker, after he hit 9-of-14 field-goal 
attempts and scored 46 points, tops 
on the team. 

Oklahoma State enters the 1995 
season with just 71 players on schol- 
arship, 14 less than the NCAA limit, 
the after affects of probation for 
major rules violations under former 
coaches and staffs. That’s another 
obstacle Simmons has to overcome. 

After Nebraska, the Cowboys 
have a slightly easier schedule — at 
Tulsa, Southwest Missouri State, at 
Wyoming and at Tennessee — 
before restarting the Big Eight sea- 
son at home against Kansas State. 

Does everything add up to a 
good year for Oklahoma State? It 
really doesn’t matter now. Simmons 
is in it for the long haul. & 


Junior Jevon Langford, an 
All-American candidate in 1995, 
led the Cowboys with 8.5 sacks 
last year. 


_ = 


Oklahoma State University 


Oklahoma State University 


REUR NIN GECAVES DRI ICATADEAD ERS: 


OFFENSE 


Rusxinc 
Player G At. Yards Avg. TD YPG 
David Thompson 11 186 819 4.4 5 74.5 
Andre Richardson 11 121 774 6.4 2 70.4 
Tone Jones Jd 92 215 233 2 19:5 
Geoff Grenier 11 '22 137 6.2 1 12.5 
Passinc 
Player G Att.-Cmp.-Int. Yards TD YPG 
Tone Jones 1] 256-114-14 1468 8 13335 
REcEIVING 
Player G No. Yards Avg. TD Long Play 
Andre Richardson 11 12 97 8.1 0) 25 
Geoff Grenier Wes 81 le2 | 24 
David Thompson ll 36 40 or 40 15 
Tim McNeal 11 4 39 9.8 0 12 
Alonzo Mayes 10 1 15 15.0 1 15 
Player UT-AT-TT Sacks TFL INT BLKS 
Louis Adams 47-22-69 0 0-0 2 ) 
Jeroid Johnson 50-13-63 0 1-1 1 1 
Jevon Langford 46-14-60 8.5 49 0 1 
James Elliott 35-23-58 0 2-4 0 0) 
Lorenzo Green 38-17-55 4.5 3-7 0 ] 
Johnny Jones 39-15-54 0 3-9 | 0 
Led by David Thompson, the Cowboys have one of Trent Fisher 30-16-46 0 20 1 0 
the top rushing attacks in the conference. The Alamv Bailey 27-14-41 | oO 60 0 
junior led OSU with 819 yards last season. Jay Grosfield 29-8-37 4 a 6M 0 
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This 100% cotton, double-woven, 50"x65" afghan depicts the traditions that make 

the University of Nebraska such a special institution. The Nebraska Cornhusker 
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memories of times past and times future. It makes a perfect gift. Order yours today! 


ei sh 


To order your own Nebraska Cornhusker Afghan, call 
1-800-870-4743. 
Each afghan is $59.95 (plus sales tax where applicable) and $4.95 for shipping and handling. 
Mastercard and Visa are accepted. Fax: 512-888-4744. 
To order by mail, make your check payable to: Company’s Coming, Inc., P.O. Box 417, Dept. D-1, Corpus Christi, TX 78403. 
Available for immediate delivery. 


n the third quarter of 
Nebraska’s 42-16 victory 
against Texas Tech at 
Lubbock, Texas, on Sept. 8 
last season, Cornhusker 
free safety Mike Minter 
suffered a torn anterior 
cruciate ligament in his 
left knee. Two weeks later, 
he underwent reconstruc- 
tive surgery and was sidelined for 
the remainder of his sophomore sea- 
son. Since then, he has focused his 
energy and attention on returning to 
the starting lineup. 

Minter, a high school running 
back in Lawton, Okla., was the lead- 
ing rusher in the state’s largest class 
as a senior, gaining 1,589 yards and 
scoring 21 touchdowns. He averaged 
8.5 yards per carry. He redshirted as 
a freshman in 1992, then played in 
every game as a backup to Toby 
Wright in his first season in 1993. 
George Darlington, the Cornhuskers’ 
defensive backs coach, has described 
Minter as the quarterback of the sec- 
ondary. He is among the best ath- 
letes on the team. 

Minter talked with Huskers 
Illustrated shortly before the start of 
fall practice about his determination 
to return and the upcoming season. 
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Bob Berry 


He wore a Lawton High School 
baseball cap, red crown and black 
bill, and a black, sleeveless sweat- 
shirt, on the front of which were the 
words: “Leave No Doubt.” 


HI: How difficult has your reha- 
bilitation been? 

Minter: I had to push myself. You 
have outsiders tell you it’s going to 
be all right, this and that. But still, 
you have to push yourself to get 
back to where you want to be. I 
never doubted I’d be back. I’d never 
been hurt in my life, not as far as a 
major injury. But I didn’t doubt I 
would be back, and at full speed. 

HI: Are the circumstances of your 
injury still vivid? 

Minter: It was so weird, like slow 
motion. As soon as it happened, | 
knew the season was over. I guess it 
had to do with the way I planted my 
feet. When I was reaching around to 
make the tackle, my feet came down 
awkward, real awkward, and it just 
gave out. It snapped. I guess after 
about five minutes, the pain just 
kicked in. When it first happened, I 


While only a junior, Mike Minter 
plays with the aggression and 
smarts of a highly 

fifth-year senior. 
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didn’t feel anything. Then all of a 
sudden there was some pain, bad 
pain. Throughout the night it was 
that way. The ACL (anterior cruciate 
ligament) just snapped. 

HI: You look like you're in great 
shape for the start of practice. Is the 
knee completely healed? 

Minter: | was weighing about 
198, but that’s down a little bit. I 
probably weigh 194 right now. My 
body fat is a little over 5 percent. All 
my clothes, they don’t fit me any- 
more. I had to go buy a new 
wardrobe. I feel good. When I tested 
on the Cybex, I believe it was 93 
(percent). But that’s just compared to 
my other leg. As far as being on the 
field and doing all the activities, it 
feels to me like it’s 100 percent. I 
couldn’t do everything I wanted to 
do in the spring. I had to hold back 
some. But I can do what I want to do 
now. 

HI: Nebraska hasn’t recruited 
many scholarship football players 
from Oklahoma: Victor Stachmus, 
Willis Brown, Ben Rutz, Will Shields 
and you. How did you become inter- 
ested in Nebraska? 

Minter: Since the third grade, I 
was always a running back, and 
that’s when I got hooked on 
Nebraska. | played for the Boys’ 


‘ 


Club, and we wore red and white. I 
wanted to wear No. 30 and be like 
Mike Rozier. Our jerseys looked just 
like Nebraska’s jerseys back then. 
My coach, he was an OU fan. He 
loved the Sooners. Every time OU 
and Nebraska played, we met up at 
the Boys’ Club. We’d all watch the 
game on television together. I was 
the only Cornhusker fan. We beat 
‘em... Nebraska beat ‘em, and 
everybody was mad. That was kind 
of funny. 

HI: Have you ever met Rozier? 

Minter: I met him when we were 
in New Jersey last year. That’s the 
first time I had ever seen him. I gota 
picture taken with him. He seemed 
smaller than what I thought. 

HI: The Cornhuskers were suc- 
cessful against Oklahoma when 
Rozier played, but they had some 
problems after that. Was it difficult 
being a Nebraska fan in Lawton 
then? 

Minter: There were some hard 
times after Mike (Rozier) left, some 
real hard times. I kind of slipped 
away a little. I didn’t really watch 
‘em too much then. They weren’t all 
that great. When Jamelle Holieway 
was playing, I couldn’t walk down 
the street without getting talked 
about for being a Nebraska fan. Then 
Charles Thompson was from 
Lawton. Everybody was for 
Charles because he was from 
Lawton. I was the only one 
not for Charles, and people 
© didn’t like that too much. 

» HI: Did you continue to be 
§) a Nebraska fan during high 
} school? 

Minter: I always loved 
| Nebraska. I don’t know when 
I saw them play, but from 
that point on, I wanted to go 
there. My brother and I, he’s 
younger than me, we'd talk 
and I'd say: ‘The 
Cornhuskers, man, I'm going 
to play for them.’ He’d just 
say: OK. Nebraska was where 
I wanted to go, and that’s 
what happened. 

HI: Tell us about your 
recruitment by Nebraska. 

Minter: There wasn’t a sec- 
ond choice. It was always 
Nebraska and no second. I 
never even thought about 
going somewhere else. My 
senior year, I believe, (Dave) 
Gillespie called me up and 
talked to me a little bit. I 
couldn’t believe it. Nebraska 


See MINTER page 27 
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1995 CORNHUSKER FALL ROSTER 
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PLAYER 

Aden, Matt 
Alderman, Dave 
Allen, Derek 
Allen, Jacques 
Anderson, Eric 
Antholz, Travis 
Arens, Erick 
Arnold, Larry 
Bailey, Dennis 
Baldwin, Matt 
Baul, Reggie 
Benes, Jason 
Benning, Damon 
Berringer, Brook 
Bilanzich, Andy 
Blahak, Chad 
Booker, Michael 
Brauer, Ryan 
Brown, Kris 
Brown, Lance 
Brummond, Darren 
Buettenback, Ben 
Buettner, Jerry 
Carpenter, Tim 
Cheatham, Kenny 
Childs, Clinton 
Christo, Monte 
Clausen, Jeff 
Cobb, Josh 
Colman, Doug 
Cook, Steve 
Cooley, Rance 
Crayton, Tray 
DeBates, TJ. 
Dennis, Leslie 
Dishman, Chris 
Drum, Brandon 
Eicher, Chad 
Ellis, Phil 

Evans, Korey 
Farley, Terrell 
Finnister, Demond 
Foreman, Jay 
Frazier, Tommie 
Froehlich, Russell 
Froeschl, Nate 
Frost, Scott 
Fulton, Lonnie 
Gard, Sean 
Gessford, Ben 
Gilman, Mark 
Graham, Acron 
Green, Ahman 
Gumm, Trent 
Haafke, Billy 
Hadenfeldt, Dan 
Hardin, Luther 
Haviovic, Aaron 
Held, Ryan 
Herron, Chris 
Heskew, Josh 
Hesse, Jon 
Hoffman, Michael 
Hogrefe, Quint 
Holbein, Brendan 
Horst, Joe 
Hoskinson, Matt 
Hunting, Matt 
Jackson, Jai 
Jackson, Julius 
Jackson, Sheldon 
Jackson, Vershan 
James, Kevin 
Jenkins, Jason 
Johnson, Clester 
Johnson, Marcus 
Julch, Adam 
Kelsay, Chad 
Kingston, Ben 
Kobus, Chad 
Kohl, Josh 
Kosch, Jesse 
Lafleur, Bill 

lake, Jeff 
Langan, Tr 
leece, Charlie 
Legate, Billy 
lesser, Mike 

List, Gregg 


HOMETOWN (HIGH SCHOOL) 
Omaha, NE {Northwes!) 
Omaha, NE (North} 
Russellville, ARK 

Kansas City, MO (Raytown) 
lincoln, NE (Southeast) 
McDonald, KS {Cheytin) 
Randolph, NE 

Copley, OH 

St. Louis, MO (Becumont} 
Arvada, CO (Bearcreek} 
Bellevue, NE (Papillion-La Vista) 
Valparaiso, NE (Raymond-Central) 
Omaha, NE [Northwest] 
Goodland, KS 

Solt Lake City, UT (Judge Memorial Catholic} 
lincoln, NE 

Oceanside, CA (El Camino) 
Seward, 

Southlake, TX (Carroll) 
Papillion, NE (Papillion-La Visto) 
Englewood, CO {Cherry Creek} 
Hastings, NE 

Lincoln, NE {Pius X} 

Columbus, NE 

Phoenix, AZ (Stone Mountain) 
Omaha, NE (North) 

Kearney, NE 

Dixon, Il 

Wallace, NE 

Ventnor, NJ (Ocean City) 

Blair, NE 

Hyde Park, MA (Bridgton Academy] 
Oceanside, CA (El Camino) 
Stewartville, MN 

Bradenton, FL (Southeast} 
Cozad, NE 

Columbus, NE (Scotus) 
Seward, NE 

Grand Island, NE 

Jersey City, NJ (Marist) 
Columbus, GA (Independence JC) 
Boys Town, NE 

Eden Prairie, MN 

Bradenton, FL (Manatee) 
Omaha, NE (Bellevue East) 
Falls City, NE (Sacred Hear!) 
Wood River, NE 

Grand Island, NE 

Omaha, NE (Central) 

Lincoln, NE (East) 

Kalispel, MT (Flathead) 

Denton, 

Omaha, NE (Central) 
Columbus, NE 

S. Sioux City, NE 

Des Moines, IA (Valley) 
O'Fallon, IL (Altohoff Catholic} 
Osceola, NE (David City) 
Overland Park, KS (Blue Valley N.) 
Scottsbluff, NE 

Yukon, OK (Mustang) 

Lincoln, NE (Southeast} 
Spencer, NE (Spencer-Naper) 
Auburn, 

Cozad, NE 

Wood River, NE 

Battle Creek, NE 

Cozad, NE 

Lincoln, NE (Northeast) 
Gainesville, TX 

Diamond Bar, CA {Damien} 
Omaha, NE (South) 

Omcha, NE (Benson) 
Hammonton, NJ (Dodge City CC} 
Bellevue, NE (West} 
Oceanside, CA (Vista) 
Omaha, NE (Burke) 

Auburn, NE 

Omaha, NE (Westside) 
Columbus, NE 

Hastings, NE 

Columbus, NE (Scotus) 
Norfolk, NE (Catholic) 
Columbus, NE (Lakeview) 
Columbus, NE (Scotus) 

Grand Island, NE 

Elgin, NE (Clearwater) 

Pierce, NE 

Valentine, NE 


| NUMERIGN 
ROSTER 


Lawrence Phillips.......[B 
Leslie Dennis...........LCB 
Riley Washington........SE 
Octavious McFarlin.ROV 
Brendan Holbein........SE 
Kenny Cheatham........SE 
Eric Walther....csesseeRtC 
Reggie Baul... SE 
Tyrone Williams .....0..RC 
Tony Veland....cssesecersess FS 
Monte Christo.......0QB 
Toff Nolting .......rssseeceseeel 
Mike Minter ......0.0.ROV 
#10 Brian Morro ....cscscerseree 
#10 Ryan Held........0.01.0.QB 
11. Matt Turmana........0...QB 
12 Tray Crayton aS ces 
#12 Andy Miller...........000.WB: 
13° Ted Retzlaff.....suePE 
14. ‘Lance Brown....... WB/PK 
#14 Dennis Bailey ........0.0FS 
15 Tommie Frazier ..........QB 
16 Eric Stokes cesses RC 
#16 Scott Frost... cress QB 
17) Chad Blahak ........s00.-RC 
#17 Sean Wieting ........0.WB 
18. Brook Berringer .........QB 
19 Chris Heroni......10ROV 
#19 Jesse Kosch ....ceccsssssoonsel 
20 Michael Booker .........LC 
21 Damon Benning...........IB 

Jeff Makovicka ..........FB 
23 Larry Arnold............SLB 

Todd Uhlir... BAB 
424 Jai Jackson...ensesrennLiC 

Ton Vedra ......:sreeWB 
26 Clinton Chiids.......IB/FB 

Jacques Allen.....0000 WB 
#27 Jason Benes.........0%eOLB 
28 Brian Schuster.......FB 
#28 Jamel Williams........ WLB 
29 Billy Haafke..........000.SE 
#80 Bill Lafleur..............P/PE. 
81 dames Sims... 
82 David Reddick:...........WB 
#32 Jocl Makovicksa...reeFB 
33 Clester Johnson..........WB 
84 -Vershan Jackson........TE 
#84 Ramone Worthy.......SLB 
35 Mike Smith .....cssee0FB 
#35 Adam Skoda.......s.¥ILB 
86 Billy Legate ........ssee0KB 
#87 Chad Eicher......sseoIB 
87 Darren Schmadeke.....LC 
88 = Chris Norris.....0ukB 
#38 Matt Hunting...........WLB 
89 Mike Roberts...........ROV 
40 Russell Froehlich......SLB 
41 Phil Elllis..............00..MILB 
TON HesSe ..-rerreereeseeee OLB 


SES oman sanvne 


1995 CORNHUSKER FALL ROSTER 
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NUMERICAL 


ROSTER 


Steve Cook ..:.cissseMILB 
Doug Colinan..........MLB 
Matt Aden cusses WLB 
Dave Alderman ....E8 
Tosh Cobb .....cccesisresesseel B 
Quint Hogrefe.........WLB 
Matt Virzallessictssissinesorne 
Charlie Leece.........WLB 
Aaron Penland .........WLB 
Roas Tessendorf .....000DT. 
Troy Langan sesesesmemC 
Aaron Graham Cc 


Christian Peter...i.....DT 
Jay Foreman......000SLB 


Josh Heskew. aren 0 


Casey Macken..ws....WLB 


Brandt Wade-.snOG 
Matt Hoakinson..........0G 
Brian Nunns....c00000OT 
Jon Zatechka CistsersermnOG 
Mike Lesser ...scrrnnOG 
Anthony Schmode......0G 


"Aaron Taylor ree. OG 


Steve Volin cement OG 
Steve Ott... OG 
Eric Anderson cesT 
Mike Van Cleave.....«.0G 
Ben Gessford OT 
Fred Pollack --.:csneneOT 
Scott Saltsman..seeDT 
Jerry Buettner... OT 
Erik Nelson...corsseese DT 


Adam Trew snonnnOT. 


Kory Milos ona OT 
Brendan Zabll ...0OLB 


Trent. GumnisinieenTE 


Shalis Winder :......OLB 


Mike Rucker....0.00.O0LB 
Brent PeterseninmenTE 


JOC Hrstevesingcomtenneer TE 


Bryce Miller. OLE 


Dorrick Roy csssesccorsseesL e- 
Marl: Gilman sininnisieTE 
Sheldon Jackson........TE 
Sean Gard ..niccienionn OLB 
TokE Lake....cscorsereeervereene SES 
Darren Brummond..OLB 
Tim Carpenter ......00LE 
Ryan Terwilliger ....WLB 


Travis Toling..<s-000.OLB: 


Jared Tomich...........OLB 
Larry Townsend...DT. 
Tason Peter ccscccrscssoreMIT 
Jason Jenkins.....seoDT 
Teff Ogard erercsrersrreoree DE 
Grant Wistrom........OLB 
TABON WIT -vrencnceeserecvee DT 


PLAYER 

Macken, Casey 
Mackovicka, Jeff 
Mackovicka, Joel 
Matthews, Karnell 
McClymont, Alex 
McFarlin, Octavious 
McGrow, Greg 
Mcintyre, Corey 
Mikos, Kory 
Milius, Tom 
Miller, Andy 
Miller, Bryce 
Minter, Mike 
Morro, Brian 
Nelson, Erik 
Nolting, Jeff 
Norris, Chirs 
Nunns, Brian 


ard, Jeff 
Gna. Jason 


Penland, Acron 
Perino, Jeff 
Peter, Christian 
Peter, Jason 
Peterson, Brent 
Peterson, Jerome 
Phillips, Lawrence 
Pollack, Fred 
Rainey, Chris 
Raymond, Steve 
Reddick, David 
Retzalff, Ted 
Roberts, Mike 
Roy, Dorrick 
Royce, Tom 
Rucker, Mike 
Saltsman, Scott 
Sassaman, Nick 
Schmadeke, Darren 
Schmode, Anthony 
Schuster, Brian 
Schwab, Jason 
Seamen, Doug 
Sears, Kareem 
Shaw, Brian 
Sherman, James 
Sims, James 
Skoda, Adam 
Small, Jeff 
Smith, Mike 
Stokes, Eric 


Toline, Travis 
Tomich, Jared 
Townsend, Larry 
Trev, Adam 
Troxel, Theron 
Tully, Kyle 


~ Turman, Matt 


Uhlir, Todd 

Ven Cleave, Mike 
Vedral, Jon 
Veland, Tony 
Volin, Steve 
Vezal, Matt 
Wade, Brandt 
Walther, Eric 
ware Eric 2 
Washington, Ri 
Wells, Jeff 
Wieting, Sean 
Wiggins, Shevin 
Williams, Jame! 
Williams, Tyrone 
Wills, Aaron 
Wiltz, Jason 
Winder, Shalis 
Wistrom, Grant 
Worthy, Ramone 
Zahl, Brendan 
Zatechka, Jon 


# indicates duplicate number 


WIB 60 215 
FB 5-10 215 
FB 5-11 220 

3-11 185 
RB/DB 59 150 


RB/LB 61 195 
OT 65 285 
OT/DT 63 240 

5-10 180 
OLB 65 210 
ROV 5-10 180 
Pp 5-9 165 
DT 63 275 
P 61 180 
FB 5-10 220 
oT 62 280 
DT 65 295 
DB 5-11 181 
LB 62 215 
OG 64 275 
WIB 61 220 
OB 62 200 
DT 6-2 290 
OT 64 275 
TE 6-4 235 
DB 5-9 180 
IB 60 215 
OT 64 295 
OB 60 185 
RB 60 185 
WB 59 185 
PK 60 175 
ROV 61 175 
TE 63 220 
PK 59 170 
OLB 65 225 
OT 62 260 
ROV 37 180 
Lc 5-8 180 
OG ol 255 
FB 5-11 220 
DT 63 270 
c 61 265 
LB 63 230 
LB 61 185 
DI/OL 64 290 
I 61 200 
MLB 61 215 
RB 5-10 155 
FB 62 230 
tC/FS 3-11 180 

65 310 
OG 1 295 
DL 62 205 
WIB 65 220 
DT 61 255 
OLB 63 225 
OLB 62 250 
DT 64 280 
oT 66 295 
C/OT 6-4 265 
OT 60 275 
QB $-11 175 
FB/IB 5-10 215 

6-2 265 
WB 5-11 190 
FS 62 205 
OG 6-2 280 
Cc 6-1 290 
OG 6-2 280 
RC 60 170 
DB 61 175 
WB 59 165 
WR 60 190 
WB 59 180 
REC 5-11 170 
WLB 62 195 
RC 60 185 
oT 6-2 230 
OT 63 280 
OLB 64 235 
OLB 65 235 
SLB 60 210 
OLB 63 225 
OG 62 280 


* indicates number of letters 
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HOMETOWN (HIGH SSHOOL) 
Cozad, NE 

Brainard, NE (East Butler} 
Brainard, NE {East Butler) 

St. Peters, MO (Francis Howell N.} 
Holdrege, NE 

Bastrop, TX 

Millville, NJ (Senior) 

Grand Island, NE (Northwes!) 
Seward, NE 

lincoln, NE {Pius X) 

Papillion, NE (Papillion-LaVista) 
Elmwood, NE (Elmwood-Murdock} 
lawton, OK 

Middletown, NJ (South) 

towa City, IA (City) 

Davenport, IA {Bettendorf} 
Papillion, NE (Papillion-LaVista} 
Lincoln, NE (Lincoln) 

St. Paul, NE 

Albion, NE 

Waterbury, CT (Crosby) 
Henderson, NE 

Jacksonville, Fl (University Christian) 
Durango, CO (Durango) 

Locust, NJ (Middletown South) 
Locust, NJ (Milford Academy) 
Hillsboro, OR (Glencoe} 

Port Allen, LA 

West Covina, CA (Baldwin Park} 
Omaha, NE {Creighton) 
Minneapolis, MN (North) 
Gering, NE 

Camden, NJ (Woodrow Wilson} 
Waverly, NE 

Omaha, NE (Central) 
Inglewood, CA {Montclair Prep} 
Council Bluffs, [A (Abraham Lincoln) 
St. Joseph, MO (Benton) 
Wichita Falls, TX (Rider) 

Blair, NE (Logan View} 

Albion, NE 

Battle Creek, NE 

Fullerton, NE 

Eagan, MN {CretinDerham Hall) 
Bellevue, NE (East) 

Enid, 

Dewesse, NE (Sandy Creek) 
LaVerne, CA (Whiter) 

Omaha, NE (West Memphis, AR) 
Lincoln, NE (Lincoln) 

Fullerton, NE 

Dunning, NE (Sandhills) 

Lincoln, NE (East) 

Cranford, NJ 

Wichita Falls, TX (Rider) 

Gretna, NE 

Grant, NE 

Columbus, NE (Lakeview) 
Wahoo, 

St. Joha, IN (Lake Central) 

San Jose, CA (Yerba Buena} 
Lincoln, NE (Pius X} 

Coleridge, NE 

Jefferson, WS 

Wahoo, NE (Neumann) 

Battle Creek, NE 

Huffman, TX (Hargrave) 
Gregory, SO 

Omaha, NE 

Wahoo, NE 

Grand Island, NE 

Springfield, NE {Platteview} 
Juniata, NE (Hastings Adams Central) 
Texarkana, AR (Arkansas) 

Chula Vista, CA (San Diego SW) 
Lincoln, NE (Northeast) 

Tulatin, OR (Tigard) 

Palmetto, FL (Manatee) 
Merrillville, (N 

Palmetto, FL {Manatee} 

Omaha, NE (Burke) 

New Orleans, LA (St. Augustine} 
Scottsbluff, NE 

Webb City, MO 

Camden, NJ (Woodrow Wilson) 
Stratton, NE 

Lincoln, NE (East) 


Ni PRESENTS 
The 1995 Season on Video! 


IT'S NOT TOO LATE! You can order the Entire 
1995 season on video. Now is the time to order 
your own Video Subscription ... 


When you purchase your 1995 Video Subscription, each week 
during the season* you will receive... * including bow! game 


¢ A video of the previous Saturday's game in its entirety with the 
original KFAB broadcast featuring Kent Pavelka for audio and 
coach Osborne's exclusive post game commentary! 


¢ Prompt delivery with your choice of postage: Tapes are processed 
and sent on Monday to arrive at your mail box in 2 days if you 
select Priority Mail! 

H + You receive all games already played if ordering after the start of the season. 


1994 Championship Season on Video! 


The 1994 Husker season will go down as one of the finest 
seasons in Husker Football History! Now you can have the 
a er bane entire season on video! From the opening Kickoff in East 
CALL TOLL FREE c Rutherford, New Jersey to the final gun at the Orange Bowl... 
Every play of every game on thirteen separate 90 minute 
800-230-3831 videos, complete with KFAB's original broadcasts for audio!! 
Order the whole season or individual games of your choice.. 
A video package truly to be treasured for years to come, 
order yours today! 


Collector's Game Tapes: 
Husker Video is also working to bring you the best of yesteryear... 
This fall we are releasing the 1970, '71, and '83 seasons... Call and ask us about these 
and many other games of interest from the past! 


TO ORDER BY PHONE 
CALL TOLL FREE 


800-230-3831 


| YES! SEND MY HUSKER VIDEO ORDER To... |HUSKER VIDEO ORDER FORM 


| NAME 
| ADDRESS Method of Payment: [_]Checkenclosed []Visa [JMC 


| CITY, STATE, ZIP Card No. / Exp. Date 
Order options, check selection(s): Cardholder Information: 


NAME 


| L-] ENTIRE 1995 SEASON ( PRIORITY MAIL ). $154 + $45 S&H 
ADDRESS 


[_] ENTIRE 1995 SEASON (3rd CLASS MAIL ). $154 + $20 S&H 


| [-] ENTIRE 1994 CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON. $210 
| ( Lincoln res. add 6.5 % sales tax, other Neb. residents add appropriate sales tax ) DAYTIME PHONE 


| MAIL YOUR ORDER TO: HUSKER VIDEO « PO BOX 5273 ¢ LINCOLN NE 68505 


= OR CALL 1 (800) 230 - 3831 il 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


MINTER 


From page 23 


had written and stuff like that. But 
you get letters from everybody. That 
doesn’t mean too much. 

When Coach Osborne came 
down, we had a basketball game. He 
went to the game. On the (television) 
news afterward, they were supposed 
to be showing the game, but they 
showed him sitting in the stands 
with all the kids surrounding him. 
He left before the game was over 
and went to my pene: It was three 
overtimes. He was waiting for me at 
home. I couldn’t believe it was him. 

I kind of froze up just looking at 
him. Dang. He stood up and he was 
so tall. I was like, He’s so big. I 
couldn’t believe Coach Osborne was 
sitting in my house. He just laid it 
out, told me it was my choice. He 
didn’t try to jerk or pull me. I can’t 
really remember too much of what 
he said because I was just staring at 
him. I couldn’t believe he was really 
there. 

When I committed to Nebraska, I 
got a lot of phone calls. I had old 

coaches coming up to me, a lot of 
people trying to change my mind 
and get me to go to Oklahoma. They 
wanted me real bad. I just basically 
blew it all off because I had my mind 
made up a long time ago. 

HI: Your high school coach, was a 
Nebraska fan too, wasn’t he? 

Minter: He was Nebraska all the 
way. My 10th-grade year, I was 
walking in the hall at school and I 
guess he overheard me talking to 
some players. I was like: ‘Man, ‘Ym 
going to Nebraska.’ So then he sat 
me down my junior year and told 
me he heard me talking about going 
to Nebraska. He told me how hard I 
would have to work, and he told me 
it was going to be a long shot. I took 
that as a little slam or something. 
Nobody had ever told me anything 
like that before. Usually they always 
just said: “You can do it.’ 

It wasn’t a big step for me from 
high school to college as far as being 
scared. Everything we do here, we 
did in high school. We had it all. 
Even the practices were the same. I 
wore No. 20 in high school. That’s 
when I was Barry Sanders. 
Oklahoma State was interested in 
me. They wanted me to be a running 
back. But I really wasn’t interested. 

HI: Considering your success in 
high school as a running back, how 
did you become a defensive back at 
Nebraska? 


Minter: I had been a running 
back all my life, and some major 
schools recruited me as a running 
back. But like I said, my dream was 
to come here. They had asked me 
whether I wanted to be a running 
back or a defensive back, what I 
wanted to do. Just looking at the sit- 
uation here, with Calvin (Jones) and 
Derek (Brown) as running backs, 
that would be too much time to wait, 
you know? Looking at the sec- 
ondary, they had all seniors: Tyrone 
Byrd, Steve Carmer. So I just decid- 
ed to go over to DB. 

HI: How difficult was it to have 
to watch from the sideline last sea- 
son? 

Minter: It was aggravating. But 
the most aggravating was when I 
had to listen on the radio. If I was 
there, I could see what was happen- 
ing and talk to the guys, help them 
out. But I listened to the Iowa State 
game, and I was going crazy. You 
can’t see what's going on. All you 
hear is this dude talking on the 
radio, and the game wasn’t going 
too smooth. That was the worst 
game besides the Orange Bowl. 

HI: You didn’t have to listen to 
the Orange Bowl! game on the radio. 

Minter: But that was a champi- 
onship game, and I couldn’t play in 
it. 

HI: Did you listen to any other 
games on the radio? 

Minter: Me and Tommie (Frazier) 
traveled down to Kansas State. 
Tommie suited up for the Oklahoma 
game, and I went down. You just 
have to find your own way there. I 
went to the games, except for Iowa 
State. Tommie and I drove to Kansas 
State the day of the game. That was 
fun. We chatted about our injuries 
and about the next year. At that 
point, Tommie didn’t know if he 
was coming back or not. It was a 
nice time. We talked about the game. 
He was mostly talking about the 
offense, and I was mostly talking 
about the defense. We were like a 
couple of fans. 

HI: Are you anxious for the sea- 
son to start? 

Minter: Sometimes, it’s gone fast. 
Sometimes, it hasn’t. School has kept 
my mind off it some. But mostly 
what I’ve thought about is football. I 
want to skip all the practices and 
play. I want tomorrow to be the 31st 
(of August). I get to go home. That’s 
good. I was happy when they 
announced that Oklahoma State had 
accepted (changing the schedule). 
All my family and friends can watch 
me come back. i 
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Ground 
Breakers 


Who were the best Nebraska running backs in 
history? Rozier. Cardwell. Francis. Craig. 
Using the parameter of the modern era, we 
assembled a Top 10 list loaded with guys who 
chewed up hunks of yards, and others who 
simply stole the show when the ball was 
in their hands. One even won college 
football's highest individual 
honor — the Heisman Trophy. 


Editor's Note — This is the first of an 11-part series 
featuring the best Nebraska running backs of the modern era. 
Each week during the upcoming season we will profile 
one of the players on the Top 10 list. 


ho’s the best running back in Nebraska 
football history? 
An answer of Mike Rozier wouldn’t 
draw much argument. 
By whatever standards are applied, 
Rozier ranks at the top. He won the 
Heisman Trophy, one of only two Cornhuskers to do so. 
He was a three-time all- conference selection. He was a 
two-time All-American. And he set numerous school 
rushing records, including 
yards in a season and ina 
career, top 
The teams for which he - a 
played had a combined Running) Barks) 
record of 33-5 and won three ing 3 
Big Eight championships. He Modernper) 
was as durable as he was Bobby Reynolds..........1950-52 
spectacular. And he was a Harry Wilson .. 1964-66 


first-round NFL draft pick. 
Rozier has become the Jeff Kinney... 1969-71 


standard by which Nebraska 1M Hipp +1+:+++++ssss1977-79 
running backs are measured. Jarvis Redwine ..........1979-80 
Even so, he is only one of Mike Rozier........00++.1981-83 
dozens who have contributed 1984-87 
to the Cornhuskers’ rich tradi- 1987-89 
tion of outstanding running sees 990-92 
backs, a tradition that can be "1991 93 
traced to the earliest years, ESSE 
when players such as George 
Flippin and Dick Rutherford carried the ball for 
Nebraska. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 29 


The game has changed significantly, of course, and 
with it the terminology. But there were outstanding 
Cornhusker running backs prior to 1950, a rather arbi- 
trary beginning to what is regarded as the “modern era” 
of Nebraska football. 

Lloyd Cardwell was Nebraska’s “Wild Hoss’ during 
the mid-1930s. Before Cardwell, during the roaring ‘20s, 
there was Glenn Presnell, who was as good of a running 
back as any who wore the Cornhuskers’ scarlet and 
cream. But, the records from Presnell’s time are sketchy 
and subject to debate. 

Presnell earned letters in 1925, 1926 and 1927, playing 
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for teams coached by Ernie Bearg. In 1927, Presnell was 
credited for 1,446 yards rushing. If that total is correct 
and were averaged out over 12 games, the number Rozier 
played when he rushed for his school-record 2,148 yards, 
Presnell would have amassed 2,169 yards. Nebraska's 
schedule was only eight games in 1927. 

Even without adjustment, however, Presnell’s 1927 
yardage would rank fourth on Nebraska’s list. In one of 
those eight games, a 7-6 loss at Missouri, Presnell report- 
edly rushed for 259 yards on 46 carries. Such a total 
would rank third on the Cornhuskers’ all-time list. It 
would, except that pre-1950 statistics aren’t included, 
which is just as well because Presnell’s “rushing” total 
probably included kick returns as well as runs from 
scrimmage. 

Nevertheless, there can be no denying Presnell’s great- 
ness. 

Presnell, who was born in tiny Gilead, Neb., and 
attended high school in DeWitt, Neb., played nine years 
of pro and semi-pro football before becoming a college 
coach, including a stint at Nebraska in 1942. He was 
among the greats. 

Huskers Illustrated will feature 10 of the best running 
backs in Cornhusker history in the next 10 issues, and 
Presnell won’t be among them. Neither will Cardwell, 
nor many others who fit that description. In order to 
focus the field, the stipulation “modern era,”’ or post- 
1950, will be used. 

Football is different enough now that such a distinc- 
tion is reasonable for our purposes. George Sauer and 


1: Calvin Jones; 2: Harry Wilson; 3: Keith Jones; 4: Bobby 
Reynolds; 5: Ken Clark; 6: I.M. Hipp; 7: Mike Rozier; 
8: Jarvis Redwine; 9: Derek Brown; 10: Jeff Kinney 
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Sam Francis, for example, were outstanding running 
backs, and consensus All-Americans. But when they 
played in the 1930s, their position was called “fullback.” 
More recently, players such as Frank Solich, Tony Davis, 
Andra Franklin and Tom Rathman were fullbacks who 
regularly ran with the ball. 

Some of the 10 players will seem arbitrary to fans of 
particular players. Huskers Illustrated makes no claim 
that the list is definitive, nor is the order in which the 10 
are featured meant to be an absolute ranking. It is simply 
an attempt to represent a position at which the 
Cornhuskers have excelled. 

The selection process is admittedly subjective, with 
only a few general criteria. The players featured were pri- 
marily running backs and must have completed their eli- 
gibility. Lawrence Phillips isn’t among the 10, even 
though through two seasons he has performed about as 
well as any I-back, including Rozier. Phillips produced 
the second-best single-season total in Nebraska history as 
a sophomore, rushing for 1,722 yards, and he should be 
in the running for the Heisman Trophy this fall. 

Roger Craig, Rick Berns and Monte Anthony are not 
on the list, though they certainly could be, without 
diminishing its quality. Neither is Doug DuBose nor is 
Willie Ross, who earned the nickname “Twister” for his 
spectacular runs in the early 1960s. Ross was recruited by 
Bill Jennings, but he came into prominence under Bob 
Devaney. He scored the final touchdown in Nebraska’s 
36-34 Gotham Bowl victory against Miami in December 
of 1962. 

Ross is well down the line on the Cornhuskers’ career- 
rushing list, with 1,125 yards and eight rushing touch- 
downs in three seasons. But a running back’s responsibil- 
ity was different then than it is now. Ross, who was from 


Helena, Ark., and Rudy Johnson, another Jennings’ 
recruit from Aransas Pass, Texas, were a tandem. Ross 
was the left halfback. Johnson was the right halfback. 

Johnny Rodgers won't be featured in the next 10 
weeks, either, mainly because Rodgers was a wingback 
rather than a running back — except in the final game of 
his collegiate career. 

In the 1973 Orange Bowl game, Rodgers moved to I- 
back, a move apparently so disconcerting to Nebraska’s 
opponent, Notre Dame, that Rodgers scored three rush- 
ing touchdowns. He also caught a touchdown pass 
thrown by quarterback David Humm, and he threw a 
touchdown pass to split end Frosty Anderson in the 40-6 
Nebraska victory. 

Rodgers’ performance was memorable and capped a 
Heisman Trophy season. But it doesn’t qualify him as a 
running back for the purposes here. The list, in the order 
they played, includes: Bobby Reynolds (1950-52), Harry 
Wilson (1964-66), Jeff Kinney (1969-71), ILM. Hipp (1977- 
79), Jarvis Redwine (1979-80), Rozier (1981-83), Keith 
Jones (1984-87), Ken Clark (1987-89), Derek Brown (1990- 
92) and Calvin Jones (1991-93). 

The qualifications of each player will be duly noted, 
with the previously mentioned stipulation that any of a 
number of other players might have been included. No 
slight is intended. Reynolds was the first Cornhusker 
halfback to earn All-America recognition. He did so as a 
sophomore in 1950, when he established a school single- 
season rushing record of 1,342 yards. Reynolds’ record 
held for more than 30 years, until Rozier shattered it. 
Unless, of course, Presnell’s 1,446 yard performance in 
1927 is accepted. 

It all depends on your frame of reference. Consider 
these 10 of the best, not the 10 best. 
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he calendar says it’s August, and nation- 
al championship talk is already being 
heard on the University of Nebraska 
campus. 

But the talk of finishing as the nation’s 
No. 1 team this fall isn’t just being heard 
at Memorial Stadium. About a block 
down Vine Street, at the Nebraska 
Coliseum, the Cornhusker volleyball 
team has its thoughts focused on the coveted prize. 

Even coach Terry Pettit is in on it, however cautiously. 
After watching his team win its first 31 games last season 
before losing to Penn State in the NCAA Midwest 
Regional final, Pettit says the 1995 version of the Huskers 
could be even better. 

Good enough, in fact, to make a run at a national title. 

“On paper, we should be more experienced and we 
should have more improved depth than we had last 
my MDW DEDQWITEEH Xo Peete Ths 3 
; y | | y ' | | | certainly 
OB] MAAR VERY EEO should be better, but I'll 

have more of a feel about 
how far this team will go as the season progresses.’ 

Nebraska setter Christy Johnson, a senior from 
Omaha, figures the Huskers will make a legitimate run at 
the national title. Preseason polls agree with Johnson. 
Nebraska is ranked second, behind defending national 
champion Stanford, in Volleyball Monthly magazine's pre- 
season ranking. 

“In my opinion, anything less than a national champi- 
onship would be a disappointment,” Johnson said. “1 
think we're better defensively than we were last year and 
with the people we have coming in, we should be an 
improved team.” 

Just what makes the Huskers think they’ll contend at 
the end of the year? For starters, two-time All-American 
middle blocker Allison Weston returns for her senior sea- 
son. Weston, looking to become the first Husker to earn 
first-team All-America honors three times, is one of the 
Bob Berry top young players in the 

United States. During the 
Olympic Festival in July, 
Weston led all volleyball 


players in kills. Mk] Og y_ ree a 
Last fall, she led the \ ‘f Ut ae & 
Huskers in kills, averaging | df ci at ~~ Aa 
a Big Eight-record 4.99 per : C | 
game. She finished the 
year with 514 kills, the 
fourth-best single-season 
total in Big Eight history. 
“Tf there were a discus- 
sion about who were the 
top volleyball players this 
year, Allison would defi- 
J nitely be talked about,” 
Pettit said. “She led the 
Festival in kills, she’s a 
two-time All-American. 
I’m not sure who else has 
those credentials.” e ; — 
In order to take better , 
advantage of Weston’s talents, 


Allison Weston has a 

good chance to Pettit is considering moving @ 5 ra, Orn) | 

become the first ox | 1 £) ie | fe 
Ts 


her to the outside hitter slot at 

times throughout the year. 
“We had hoped to do that, 

but some injuries may have 


Husker to earn 
All-America honors 
three years in a row. 
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put a damper on that,” ¢ said. “But heading 
Pettit said. “There still On paper, we should be into practice, I expect 
may be a possibility that more experienced and Maser and McFadden 


will allow her to do that 


but I don’t know for W€ should have more couton” — 
sure.” improved depth Two-year starter 


Weston may be the Maria Hedbeck will 


Huskers’ top gun, but than we had last year. ” probably move to 


she’ll be surrounded by a ea, back-row specialist 
solid supporting cast this —? Gary Pettit this season. Hedbeck 
fall, led by outside hitter Nebraska volleyball coach. has been bothered by 
Billie Winsett and a shoulder injury that 
Johnson. has limited her skills 
Winsett is coming off a solid junior season in which as an outside hitter. 
she recorded 314 kills and had a .270 hitting percentage. Sophomore Lisa Reitsma, who played just 18 matches 
Pettit will rely on Winsett to handle the left-side hitting last year, will likely move into the starting lineup at out- 


attack for the third straight season. side hitter. 

After redshirting in 1993, Johnson returned =71\ In addition, Pettit said junior Kate Crnich 
for her junior season to start every match for gob 8" | \ will battle three incoming freshmen — 
the Huskers and earn All-American _\ Jamie Krondak, Renee Saunders and Fiona 
honors in the process. She set =~ \ Nepo — for another starting spot. 

a Big Eight record for assists- 1 Nepo could help the Huskers in more 
per-game, averaging 14.18. i than one area. The native of Honolulu 

“Our team will be built (yo was the Hawaii high school player of the 

year last season and could see action as 
a hitter and as a backup to Johnson at 
setter. 

“She has a very strong attack and is 
very consistent,” Pettit said of Nepo. 

“T think she’ll be a real crowd 
favorite just because she plays so 
relaxed yet she plays the game at a 
\ very high level.” 

The Huskers will be tested often 
during the 1995 season. The 
Huskers open the season by play- 
ing host to the NACWAA 
_\ Volleyball Classic, and will meet 
_— Penn State in the first round. In 
a addition, the Huskers could play 

Stanford 4 in the tournament. 

Also on the schedule is Pacific, Wisconsin, Notre 
Dame, Florida and Texas. 


three seniors, Weston, Winsett \»)) 
and Johnson,” Pettit said. “That's \ — 
a very good group to start with.” 

The Huskers’ lone question 
mark heading into the season may 
be at middle blocker opposite of \ | 
Weston, but it’s not because Pettit \ _ 
lacks talent at that position. Jen \ 
McFadden redshirted last year after 
undergoing knee and back surgery. 
Stacie Maser also redshirted after tear- 
ing her anterior cruciate ligament 
before the season started. 

ip 

players. In addition, freshman middle \ 


Heading into fall camp, Pettit doesn’t | ™ 
know what he can expect from those two ie 
blocker Lisa Avery tore an ACL during a 
summer match and will 


sit out this season asa — Qy tside hitter Billie Winsett is “T think we're eager to find out what we have,” 
redshirt. coming off a solid junior year in Pettit said. “We certainly have more depth than 

“With Jen, it may be which she recorded 314 kills. | we've had the last two years, but we still have a cou- 
some time down the ple of question marks as far as injuries are con- 
road before I'll know cerned. We have a good chance to finish better than 


what level she’s going to compete at this year,” Pettit we did last year.” 


1995 VOLLEYBALL ROSTER 


eeeeee PRPS COREE RHEE EERE EEO THEE EEE EEE EE REESE EEEEEHE SESE ESEEEOHEEEEEEEEEEEHEEEEEEEHEEESEESESESEEEES 


NO. PLAYER HOMETOWN (HIGH SCHOOL) 

12 lisa Avery ie Ps Shawnee Mission, Kan. (South) 

7 Kate Crnich J; ‘OH 5-11 River Forest, Ill. (Trinity) 

8 Maria Hedbeck Jr OH 5-10  Sollentuna, Sweden BY POSITION 

5 Christy Johnson Sr S 5-8 | Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) OUTSIDE HITTER MIDDLE BLOCKER 

9 Denise Koziol Fr OH 5-11 Norfolk, Neb. Kate Crich Stastai Maser 

14 Jaime Krondak Fr OH 6-0 Lincoln, Neb. (East) Maria Hedbeck Jen McFadden 

6 Kim Legg So OH 5-11 Ft. Collins, Colo. (Rocky Mountain) _ Billie Winsett Allison Weston 

10 Stacie Maser R-Fr MB 6-0 Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) Kim Legg Lisa Avery 

rs 6 McFadden Jr MB 6-2 Dubuque, lowa (Wahlen) ree ae SETTER 
iona Nepo Fr S/OH 5-9 Honolulu, Hawaii (University) Bente Kosta! Christy Johnson 

15 Lisa Reitsma So OH 6-4 — Sanborn, lowa (W. Christian) loime Krondick Fiona Nepo 

3 Renee Saunders Fr OH 5-11 Omaha, Neb. (Marian) Fiona Nepo 

18 Allison Weston Sr MB/OH 60 Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) | Renee Saunders 

4 Billie Winsett Sr OH 5-11 Boonville, Ind. 
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TRUE LUE 


Despite temptation to decommit, point guard 
Tyronn Lue didnt waiver from Nebraska signing 


yronn Lue is a man of his 
word. If he weren't, he 
might be going to 
Memphis in the fall. 
Instead, Lue is coming to 
Nebraska to play basket- 
ball, just as he promised he 
would. 

Lue, a point guard from Raytown 
High School in Kansas City, Mo., 
made an oral commitment to the 
Cornhuskers in March. But 
he wavered a little when 
Memphis came to Kansas 
City’s Kemper Arena for the 
NCAA Midwest Regional, 
according to The Kansas City 
Star. 

The Star reported that 
Lue was close to changing 
his mind about where he 
would play collegiately. He 
became interested in 
Memphis, before accepting 
Nebraska's scholarship offer, the 
newspaper said. He signed a 
Nebraska letter of intent in mid- 
April. 

Lue said he settled on the 
Cornhuskers for at least two reasons. 
Nebraska offered him an opportuni- 
ty to play immediately, and it pro- 
vides better academic support. He 
was quoted: “They said I could come 
in and start four years.” 

Lue, a 6-1 point guard, scored 23 
points per game for a team that fin- 
ished with a 27-1 record. 

Lue is one of two true freshmen 
who will be playing for the 
Cornhuskers this season. Venson 
Hamilton, a 6-9 power forward from 
Oak Hill, Va., Academy, is the other. 
Hamilton earned a high enough 
standardized test score to be eligible 
his first year. 

Hamilton averaged 12 points and 
10 rebounds per game for a 33-3 
team. He is from Forest City, N.C. 

Lue and Hamilton will join 6-7 
Bernard Garner, a transfer from 
Western Nebraska Community 
College as newcomers this season. 
Garner was the national junior col- 
lege player of the year. 

Three other Cornhusker recruits 
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will sit out this season, Guard Alvin 
Mitchell from Omaha and forward 
Larry Florence from Phenix City, 
Ala., have not meet NCAA freshman 
eligibility requirements. Troy 
Piatkowski will walk on and be 
given a scholarship next season. He 
is expected to redshirt. 

Troy Piatkowski is the brother of 
former Cornhusker Eric Piatkowski, 
who was a rookie for the NBA’s Los 
Angeles Clippers last season. 
Troy, a 6-foot-5 swingman 
from Stevens High in Rapid 
City, S.D., announced he 
would attend Nebraska after 
the letter of intent signing 
period had passed. 

Troy averaged 19.5 points 
and 11 rebounds for the 
South Dakota Class AA state 
runner-up as a senior. “I’m 
very, very proud of him, and 
I’m excited to see him coming to 
Nebraska,” Eric said. 

“Tl hope everybody gives him a 
chance and doesn’t try to compare 
him as a freshman to me as a junior 
and senior.” Eric Piatkowski left 
Nebraska as the second-leading scor- 
er in school history, behind only 
Dave Hoppen. 

They will be the first brothers to 
play for the Cornhuskers since Tom 
and Terry Novak. Tom played from 
1972 to 1974, Terry from 1975 to 
1978. 

Troy, a left-hander, comes by his 
ability naturally. Father Walt played 
three seasons in the American 
Basketball Association. In addition 
to Eric, older brothers David and 
Sean also have played collegiately, 
David at Hastings, Neb., College, 
Sean at a_ junior college in 
Bakersfield, Calif. 


Around the horn... 

Eric Piatkowski is scheduled to 
return to the Devaney Sports Center 
on Oct. 27. The Clippers will play 
Michael Jordan’s Chicago Bulls in an 
exhibition game. Cornhusker season 
ticket holders were given first 
chance at purchasing tickets for the 
contest. The tickets quickly sold out. 


Transfers 
Bolster 
Second-Year 
Soccer Squad 


The Husker women’s soccer 
team, entering its second full season 
of play, added two transfers to its 
roster over the summer. Kari 
Uppinghouse and Lynee Officer 
will both be sophomores for the 
Huskers this season. 

Uppinghouse, a transfer from 
George Mason, played at 
Metropolitan State College last fall. 
The former high school All- 
American, has participated on the 
Far West Regional Team and was 
selected the MVP of the tourney. 
She was also a Colonial Athletic 
Conference first team member as a 
freshman at GM in 1993-94, where 
she played against North Carolina 
in the 1993 NCAA Final. 

Head coach John Walker (above) 
said that the 5-foot-11 Uppinghouse 
will play a major role this season, 

“Kari is one of the top players in 
the country,” he said. “She is the 
type of player that we need to 
recruit here in order to bring our 
program to the next level. 

“She will be an impact player 
because she is someone who is a 
proven product on the national 
level.” 

Officer, originally a Nebraska 
native, transfers from Tulsa, Okla., 
where she started as a freshman 
during the 1994-95 campaign. A 
graduate of Millard North, she was 
a first-team all-state selection and 
captain for the 1994 state champion 
squad, @ 


Piatkowski started at guard near 
the end of his rookie season, follow- 
ing an injury to Malik Sealy. 
According to a late-season story in 
the Los Angeles Daily News, 
Piatkowski could be a backcourt 
regular for the Clippers when they 
come to Lincoln for the Bulls’ exhibi- 
tion game. 

Piatkowski was used mostly as a 
backup to fellow rookie Lamond 
Murray at small forward last season. 
The Clippers selected Murray with 
the No. 7 pick in the first round of 
the draft, then traded with the 
Indiana Pacers for Piatkowski, the 
15th pick. 

Scott Howard, an assistant for 
five years at Miami, has been hired 
by Nebraska Coach Danny Nee. 
Howard, the Hurricanes’ recruiting 
coordinator, replaces Gary Bargen, 
who now serves as an assistant com- 
pliance coordinator. Bargen spent 
nine years as a Nee assistant. He was 
hired to replace Fran Fraschilla, who 
came with Nee from Ohio but quick- 
ly changed his mind and left. 

Bargen will assist Al Papik, 
Nebraska’s senior associate athletic 
director, in ensuring compliance 
with NCAA rules by Cornhusker 
sports. 


Jeff Smith, the Cornhuskers’ 
restricted-earnings coach and a 
seven-year veteran of Nee’s staff, 
also has left the program. Smith 
accepted an assistant’s position at 
Eastern Washington. His duties were 
assumed by Bill Johnson, a former 
Nebraska player who has been a 
graduate administrative assistant. 
Another former Cornhusker, Jamar 
Johnson, has returned as an adminis- 
trative assistant. 


Longtime hoops assistant, Ga 
Bargen, stepped down and will 
serve as an assistant compliance 
coordinator at the university. 


At SportsDay MidAmerica, 
Game Day comes 6 times 
a week..... 


Reviews ¢ Highlights * Previews ¢ Predictions * Features 
e Special Guests ¢ Trivia © MidAmerica’s Best Fans! 
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Monday -— Friday 6 to 8 p.m. CDT 
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Remote, pristine wilderness 
(] World Class fi ishing experience 


CJ Expert guides, top quality Penn 
rods and reels provided 
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CJ Topwater, saltwater fishing for 
20, 40, 100+ fish 
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Yellowtail 


The Baja Pescador 
“Unique Fishing Adventures” 
1-800-875-4114 
1912 E. Water St. 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
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To commemorate the 
Huskers' national 
championships 


Help us build the... 
BIG RED fuulvad 


This boulevard will extend from the 
locker room to the football field and it 
will be used by the Husker team entering 
Memorial Stadium on game day. We 
invite you to engrave your name in a 
brick to commemorate Nebraska's three 
national championships, 


Call the Athletic Development Office at 
402-472-2367 for more information. 


DON THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
Ne Athletic Scholarship 


DONOR CLUBS 


Director's Club - $5,000 and up 

Husker Award Gold - $2,000-$4,000 
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Husker Beef Club - $250-$499 The level of annual athletic giving 
Performance Club - $295 determines a contributor's priority 


Scarlet Club - $100-$249 seat location at football and men's 
basketball games. 


Donor Program 


If you would like to join a donor club, please contact Jack Pierce, Jon Bostick, Marc Munford or 
Paul Meyers in the Athletic Development Office at 402-472-2367. 
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t’s early, but already 
Nebraska’s 1995 national 
championship seems to be 
paying big dividends 
toward the 1996 recruiting 
class. No, the Huskers 
don’t have any early com- 
mitments, but what some 
of the top players across 
the country say makes it evident that 
Nebraska is the power team. 

“Nebraska seems to be the school 
this year that most major recruits at 
least want to look at,” said BlueChip 
Magazine managing editor Rick 
Kimbro. “Nebraska has always been 
a popular school on a national basis 
and they need to be because there 
just aren’t that many players in 
Nebraska. However, this year 
Nebraska is really off to a great start 
and we really haven’t gotten into the 
heart of recruiting yet. Out of the top 
100 players nationally, over 60 have 
placed Nebraska on their initial list. 
That’s fantastic considering they 
haven’t heard from a Nebraska 
coach yet.” 

In-state, the Huskers normally 
sign eight to 10 athletes to national 
letters of intent. This year should be 
no exception, as the state of 
Nebraska doesn’t have a large num- 
ber of prospects. 

Parnell Walton (5-foot-9, 192, 4.4) 
of Omaha Central is the cream of the 
crop. Walton will switch to running 
back after starting for two straight 
seasons at cornerback. 

Walton figures to be another great 
one, despite his lack of experience at 
the position. Walton has been a great 
cover corner the past two years and 
could very well play that position on 
the college ranks. 

“This is really the first year that 
Parnell will get a shot a running 
back, but with his talent he should 
still lead the state in rushing,” said 
Central head coach Joe McMenimen. 
“He’s got quick feet, slashes through 
the hole, has great excelleration and 
is just tough to bring down.” 

The Huskers have already 
expressed interest in Walton as a 
defensive back and will take him 
any way they can get him. 
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High School Huskers 


Cornhuskers use in-state high school standouts 


to provide a base for recruiting classes 
By JAMES HALE 


TO PNEBRASKANS 


As football season begins, so does recruiting season. 
The following is a list of top Nebraska prep players and 
where they might be heading. 


Quarrersacks 
Justin Coleman 
Aaron Hendrickson 


Rowyninc Bacx 
Parnell Walton 


Woe Recervers 


6-5 
6-3 


195 
180 


192 


165 
190 


Brock Beran 
J.R. Edwards 


Orrensive Lineman 
Adam Hotz 


Linesackers 
Noland Urban 
Troy Van Horn 


Derenstve Backs 
John Gibson 

Tyrone Hall 

Rory Ryan 


270 


259 
255 


175 


Two players from Papillion-La 
Vista are drawing national looks. 
Adam Hotz (6-3, 270, 5.2) is an offen- 
sive guard who seems tailor-made 
for the Husker line. John Gibson (6- 
1, 175, 4.55) is a great all-purpose 
player who rivals Walton for best 
athlete in the state. 

Hotz is a prototype guard who 
started his sophomore year at 
Merritt Island, Fla., before transfer- 
ring to Papillion last season. 
Nebraska, Iowa, Iowa State, 
Northwestern, Florida and 
Pittsburgh are the leading recruiting 
contenders for Hotz. 

Gibson is a free safety/wide 
receiver whom the Huskers have 
liked enough to have penciled 
Gibson in on next year’s roster. A 
three-year starter, Gibson will move 
to strong safety this season to help 
support the run defense. 

Gibson is leaning toward accept- 
ing a Nebraska offer and staying 
home. However, he is the nephew 
of former Lombardi Award winner 


KSU, OU, ISU, Stan. 
KSU, Wyo., NU. 


ND, lowa, ISU, NU 


UCLA, CU, OU, K-St. 
KSU, ISU, NU, MU 


4.5......NU, Pitt, ND, Bost. Coll. 
4.5 ..Ariz., ‘Ariz. St., UCLA, MU 
4, NU, N’ western, Minn, 


Mark May, who attended Pittsburgh 
and that has the Panthers in the 
hunt. Notre Dame and Boston 
College are also calling. 

It’s a solid year for skill position 
talent in Husker land. Tyrone Hall 
(5-11, 166, 4.57) is a three-year starter 
at both free safety and wide receiver. 
Hall is better suited to play in the 
secondary and says that he wants to 
look out of state at Arizona State, 
Arizona, UCLA and Missouri. 

J.R. Edwards (6-2, 190, 4.51) of 
Lincoln Southeast is a great athlete 
who stars in football, basketball and 
baseball. After moving in from bas- 
ketball-rich Indiana, Edwards was 
named Nebraska Super State in 
hoops after averaging 17.5 points per 
game. Edwards is still trying to 
decide between football and basket- 
ball. On the gridiron, Edwards is 
considering Nebraska, Missouri, 
Wyoming, Kansas, UCLA and 
Michigan. 

Rory Ryan (5-10, 180, 4.5) of 
Lincoln Pius X and Brock Beran (5- 


11, 165, 4.5) of Omaha Millard South 
are also great athletes who could line 
up on either side of the ball. Ryan is 
a free safety/tailback who rushed 
for 1,134 yards and 13 touchdowns 
last season. Ryan is an excellent stu- 
dent with a 28 ACT and is looking at 
Nebraska, Northwestern, Minnesota, 
Tulane, OU and Oklahoma State. 
Beran is a wide receiver prospect 
who averaged 17.9 yards per catch 
last season. Kansas State, Kansas 
and South Dakota State are Beran’s 
leading contenders. 

Two quarterbacks have shown 
enough to draw early attention. 
Justin Coleman (6-5, 195, 4.9) of 
McCook is a pure drop-back passer 
who has thrown his sidearm stuff for 
1,612 yards and 22 scoring strikes 
last season. Also a 20-point scorer in 
hoops, Coleman likes the Kansas 
State offense, but also has an interest 
in Oklahoma, Iowa State, Stanford 
and Wyoming. 

Aaron Hendrickson (6-3, 180, 4.8) 
of Cozad brings incredible field 
awareness to the game and had an 
impressive summer at the Nebraska 
and Kansas State summer camps. 
Kansas State is the leader here as 
well, with Wyoming, Nebraska and 
Fort Hayes State still taking a look. 

Noland Urban (6-2, 225, 4.7) of 
Osceola is the top linebacker 
prospect in the state. Urban made 
139 tackles last season with six sacks. 
Nebraska is the early leader here 
,with UCLA, Colorado, OU, Kansas 
State and Wyoming also in the hunt. 

Those are the early prime-timers 
in the state of Nebraska. The 
Huskers will look to sign their tradi- 
tional eight to 10 and then mix in 
one of the top national classes in the 
country. i 


Offensive lineman Adam Hotz, 
a Papillion LaVista product, has 
the Huskers high on his list. 


OUR THOROUGH EYE EXAM 
IS WELL WORTH LOOKING INTO 


At Pearle, you’ll get a comprehensive eye exam from an experienced 
Doctor of Optometry. A doctor who will discuss your history and your 
lifestyle needs. A doctor who will answer your questions. A doctor 
who will make sure you get the prescription that’s right for you. And 
isn’t that just what you’re looking for? 


PEARLE VISION” 
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Be active with your 
permanent new hair! 


e Hair Thickening Process 


e Professionals in the 
Newest Hair Systems 


e Men and Women 


¢ Chemotherapy, Alopecia 
Radiation Welcome 


e 32 Years Experience 


1-800-666-0362 


2204 St. Mary’s Avenue 


THE TOTAL APPROACH TO HAIR 
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n Sept. 25, 1948, 
Nebraska opened its 
football season with a 
19-15 victory against 
Iowa State at Memorial 
Stadium. The 
Cornhuskers’ coach was 
George “Potsy” Clark. 
Nebraska and Iowa 
State were members of the Big Seven 


Starting In Stillwater 


Nebraska breaks from tradition opening the 1995 season with 
a conference game against Oklahoma State 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


Conference, which had just become 
the Big Seven with the addition of 
Colorado and wouldn’t become the 
Big Eight until 1960, when 
Oklahoma State joined. The 
Cornhuskers haven’t opened against 
a conference opponent since then. 
Until this season, they haven't, any- 
way. 
On the night of Aug. 31, at 
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Stillwater, Okla., Nebraska will 
begin defense of its national title 
against Oklahoma State. The game 
will be televised on the ESPN cable 
network, which helps to explain the 
Cornhuskers’ willingness to break 
from tradition. 

Nebraska will gain national tele- 
vision exposure, according to 
Athletic Director Bill Byrne. Plus, the 
Cornhuskers will earn $145,000 or so 
as their share of television revenue. 
In this time of gender equity, and the 
associated expenses, every fiscally 
responsible athletic program must 
be flexible enough to change. 

As a result, when Nebraska was 
approached by ESPN about revising 
its schedule, the Cornhuskers were 
only too happy to accommodate the 
network. If something could be 
worked out, they would be willing 
to go along. 

What followed was reasonably 
complicated. Apparently, Nebraska 
first contacted Missouri about 
switching the teams’ game in 
Lincoln on Oct. 14. The Tigers 
declined, preferring to wait to take 
their chances against the Big Eight’s 
preseason favorite. 

Oklahoma State was an alternate 
choice. Unlike Missouri, the 
Cowboys were interested. “It’s a 
tough way to start your career,” 
Oklahoma State coach Bob Simmons 
said at the Big Eight Football Kickoff 
in Kansas City, Mo., in late July. 
“But when you look to build your 
program over the years, one of the 
things you look for is exposure.” 
Any exposure. 

Simmons is in his first season as a 
head coach, after seven seasons as an 
assistant at Colorado. His eagerness 
to play probably was understand- 
able, even though the Cowboys very 
well might do without the kind of 
exposure they’re likely to get at 
Lewis Field. 

Adjusting the schedule wasn’t 
easy. Oklahoma State was set to play 
Wyoming on Sept. 2. Wyoming had 
to work out a schedule switch with 
Brigham Young, which had to work 
out a switch with Colorado State, 
and so on. 

Reportedly, Wyoming got two 


appearances on ESPN2 out of the 
deal. In any case, after arrangements 
were made, Byrne expressed his 
gratitude for the cooperation of 
those involved. 

That included the NCAA, which 
allowed Nebraska and Oklahoma 
State to play a game before Sept. 1, 
something previously limited to the 
Kickoff Classic, in which Nebraska 
has played three times, and the 
Pigskin Classic. 

Beginning the season in August, 
even on the last day of the month, 
wasn't to be taken lightly. 

Had it been only for the exposure 
and the money, Nebraska might 
have skipped the hassle and opened 
when it was supposed to, against 
Michigan State at East Lansing, 
Mich. That game also will be tele- 
vised, by ABC, on Sept. 9. And 
there’s the rub. 

By moving the Oklahoma State 
game to Aug. 31, the Cornhuskers 
won't go to East Lansing cold. The 
potential for upset by Michigan State 
is probably greater than by 
Oklahoma State, if only because of 
the Cowboys’ Big Eight affiliation. 
Nebraska is more familiar with 
Oklahoma State, even if it does have 
a new head coach. 

All things being approximately 
equal, there is more risk in playing a 
Big Ten team on the road, even if 
that team is coming off a 5-6 season 
and isn’t expected to escape the sec- 
ond division of the conference. At 
least one preseason publication pre- 
dicts a 10th-place Spartan finish. 

Like Oklahoma State, however, 
Michigan State has a new head 
coach in Nick Saban, most recently 
the defensive coordinator for the 
NFL’s Cleveland Browns. The 
Spartans’ new system, combined 
with the emotion of a crowd expect- 
ed to number 73,000, is cause for 
considerable Cornhusker concern. 

Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne 
regularly contends that a team’s 
most significant improvement 
occurs between the first and second 
games. 

According to conventional think- 
ing, non-conference games are used 
to prepare teams for the conference 
season, that winning the conference 
should be a team’s goal. Nebraska 
certainly is intent on winning a fifth 
consecutive Big Eight title with only 
Colorado and Oklahoma in the way. 

But the Cornhuskers have a 
national focus, as well. Their goal is 
to repeat as national champions. In 
order to facilitate that, they are will- 
ing to make sacrifices. 
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Wide Receiver. 


Only Cellular One lets you receive your calls 
automatically wherever you go! 


With the all-new Cellular One Digital Super 


System, your callers simply dial your local 
Cellular One phone number and the call will 
reach you - automatically - in over 2,200 
cities throughout the U.S. & Canada. 

Perfect for receiving short passes across town 
or when you're going for the long bomb clear 


across America. 


No other cellular 


company comes close. 


CELLULARONE 


400 North 48th Street, Lincoln 


-_ 466-1400 


LM Cellular One A Proud Sponsor of the Nebraska Cornhuskers! 
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Antifreeze Poisoning 
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can kill a dog, one teaspoon can kill a cat, and as little as two table- 
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